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we shall present a lesson to him, but it is a question 
what the subject-matter of the lesson itself shall be. 
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These lessons are mainly topical, rather than histori- 
¢al or chronological. It is due to the Committee, no 
less than to those many primary teachers who desired 
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T WAS in the world’s winter that the Christ was 
born in Bethlehem. The world was not spirit- 
ually dead, as God never had withdrawn from it, or 
consented that the Fall should be the law of men’s 


life. Even to the pagans of Athens the Apostle could 
say, “In him we live and have our being, and he is 
EDITORIAL not far from any one of us.” He was still the root of 
all social existence, and what potency for good there 


lay in human justice or the social affections took its 
origin from him. 

But, if the world was not dead, it was barren with 
the barrenness of a frost-bound winter. Nowhere was 
there any putting forth of human virtue or growth 
in, human graces in response to God’s ceaseless call 
for man’s response to his given life. If ever, indeed, 
the civilized world seemed on the verge of the black 
: : , pit of atheism and despair, it was when such rulers 
best in what we give, and in what we seek. Our as Augustus, Tiberius, and Nero swayed its destinies. 
characters are disclosed and shaped in our choice. In these rulers the brute force of military despot- 

OW ism sat enthroned. Rome had devoted all her won- 

Training more than Mere restriction, or restraint, is but derful genius to the creation of a perfect engine of 
Restraining a small part of character training. destruction by which to overthrow all other nations 
Expansion and growth do not subsist upon sup- that she might build their corpses into the fabric of 
pression and hindrance. One who is training for an her empire. And now that engine had turned upon 
athletic contest is restricted as to diet, etc., but this herself in the very hour cf her most extended 
alone would never make him skilful or strong. What triumph over all other peoples. It had trampled 
he is made to do isa much larger part of his training under foot the liberties of the citizen and the author- 
than what he is simply forbidden to do. It issaidof ity of the magistrate. It had superseded senate, 
many a young man that he has gone astray because consul, and tribune by the rule of the imperator, the 
he was brought up so strictly. If we look alittle general. Thelictors had given way tothe bodyguard, 
more closely at such cases, we shall generally find and the ax and fasces to the sword. All self-rule, 
that the young man was not brought up at all. He all free discussion, had been superseded by the word 
was restrained, restricted, hampered, circumscribed, ofcommand. Tue spies of military authority watched 
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Christmas Givings Christmas is the season of gifts. 

and Gettings What fresh gift from God do we 
desire at this season? What fresh gift at this season 
are we to give to God? God is ready to give his 
best gifts to those who prefer and‘ask the best. God 


willing to proffer him. This is a time for choosing the 





ished with merciless severity for any act which threat- 
ened a servile insurrection. At times, thousands of - 
crucifixes lined the great Italian roads, each laden 
with its victim of Roman cruelty, a tortured and 
dying slave. 

In this reign of brute force, what wonder if the heart 
died out of mankind! Men lost faith in everything 
that was unseen and spiritual. Cesar had superseded 
not only the magistrates of the Republic, but the gods 
themselves. The poets commanded Jupiter to vacate 
his throne to make a place worthy of Augustus. The 
death of each emperor was followed by a solemn pro- 
cess of apotheosis by which the actual deity of the 
world was placed among its nominal gods. Roman 
religion, which had been an element of nobleness and 
a stay of socigl order, ceased to exist except in name 
and form, andthe people gratified the religious 
instinct by recourse to the strange rites of Oriental 
deities. Their old respect for sacred things, and 
especially for the family life, passed away. Marriage 
became a thin covering for lust, a contract terminable 
at the pleasure of the parties. The scramble for 
material good rose to the dignity of a social principle, 
and the duties of kindred, neighborhood, and human- 
ity were alike ignored. A life in death, joyless and 
cheerless, had settled down upon the race of man, 
and no hope of better things kept up men’s hearts 
through these years and centuries of dull, fruitless 
pain. “Rome had broken the world’s heart,” says 
the great philosopher Hegel. 

“And it came to pass, in the days of Augustus 
Cesar, that” Jesus was born in Bethlehem. The 
hard, selfish, and politic Cesar bore undisputed rule 
from the Euphrates to the ocean, from the Rhine and 
the Danube to the Sahara, when a power was ushered 
into the world the very opposite of his own, At 
every point, indeed, in which that wonderful life 
touched the world,—first, in touching kinsmen and 
neighbors in Nazareth and Capernaum, then in cun- 
tact with the nation at Jerusalem, and, lastly, when 
coming under the world-power of Rome itself as rep- 
resented by Pontius Pilate and his brutal soldiery,— 
it found an enemy. It was so because it stood in 
such sharp contradiction to that wintry, ice-bound 
world of greed and lust and hate. It was especially 
80 because, in a world which had Jost or was losing its 
hold upon the divine, Jesus was filled with the sense 
of God’s reality, his presence, his help, his care. His 
Father filled the whole sky of his life, from horizon 
to horizon. Hence his utter repugnance to the sins 
and vices which were antagonistic to the, divine 
character. 

He saw in God the infinite and loving Helper of 
men, supreme in service, and therefore in greatness, 
and he turned away from the kings of the Gentiles, 
with their greed of selfish domination. He saw in 
God the uniter of his children, through the love that 
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seeks, saves, and cherishes. Therefore he turned away 
from self-righteous parties, who valued themselves upon 
that which divided them from other men. He saw 
in God the bountiful giver of good, and therefore he 
warned men against the selfish greed of possession, 
which shuts up men’s hearts from their fellows. The 
whole scheme and ‘structure of that wintry world 
seemed to him godless, and therefore hopeless, and he 
knew that he had joined issues with it for no slight 
conflict. He must lay down his life at its hands and 
for its sake, that he might live again more truly and 
to more purpose for its salvation. 

We have emerged to some extent out of the world’s 
winter, through the grace of. Christ Jesus our Lord. 
We have learned a little of the great principles of 
life which he both lived and taught, We have come 
to see the nobleness of service, of forgiveness, of 
mercy, and to abhor the cruelties of a world without 
God. We have come a little way, at least, toward 
applying his tests to social success and human great- 
hess. We are learning to make more of other men’s 
claims upon us, and to make less of our claims upon 
them. We are entering imto Jesus’ thought of the 
Father as ihe brightest, warmest truth in the uni- 
verse. We still fall short of the heights on which he 
lived, and’ to which he summons us; but we get nearer 
and understand him better with every generation, 
and thus get farther from barren winter to flowerful 
spring, fruitful summer, and harvestful autumn. 

But. our wintry Christmas time is the perpetual 
symbol of the spiritual chill and darkness of the age 
in which he was born; and the lengthening of every 
day which follows reminds us that “he must in- 
crease,” while all else decreases. 

“ A happy progress, sure though slow, 
To bright and lengthening days, 

Dost thou, O race redeemed, know ! 
And hast thou rendered praise? 





Differences that seem very slight in 
foreign or provincial words may be 
very real, and it is important to know 

An eminent New York scholar calls 
attention, in this line, to an erroneous use of the word 
“dominie ” for “ domine” by a recent contributor to The 


** Dominie "’ and 
** Domine "’ 


and to note them. 


Sunday School Times. 


The terms “‘ dominie” and “domine” both are plainly de- 
rived from the Latin, but do not mean the same thing. The 
former is a Scottish usage for schoolmaster only, and is univer- 
sally known because of “ Dominie Sampson” in one of the 
Waverley novels. The latter is a Hollandish, respectful desig- 
nation for a minister of the gospel only. It is used very gen- 
erally in the Dutch churches in this country, but always in a 
reverent, and, indeed, affectionate sense. It appears to me that 
the two terms should not be confounded, but invariably con- 
fined to that application which is required by their historic 
origin. 


He says: 


This distinction is not generally known, although the 
dictionaries point it out, and it is well to have attention 
called to it in this way. 


- 


Words are meant to convey of suggest 
thoughts, but they often suggest other 
thoughts than were in the mind of the 
speaker. This is not necessarily the fault of the speaker; 
it is more frequently the fault of the hearer, who has 
come to attach another meaning than the primary one 
to the speaker’s words, while the speaker uses them in 
that sense alone, or in some other legitimate sense which 
the hearer fails to grasp. A Massachusetts reader is 
troubled over the meaning of the Bible word “judge.” 
He says: 


Samuel's Mission 
as a Judge 


The following has bothered me. In the lesson of November 
$, at 1 Sdmmuel 7 : 15, we read, “ And Samuel judged Israel all 
the days of his life.” I improved th occasion by speaking 
before the school briefly of the non-desirability of men giving 
up a well-chosen sphere of labor because of advaneing years, 
at the very time when the most effective work can be done be- 
cause of experience acquired through years of labor. But are 
we not to uaderstand that the judgeship ceased when the king- 
ship began? If so, there were thirty or more, years ufter tuis 
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when Samuel did not judge Israel. How, then, could he have 
judged Israel “all the days of his life ” ? . 


“* Judges ” among Oriental peoples, as among primi- 
tive peoples generally, had no such official position, or 
office, as “judges” occupy in our Western world. A 
“judge” was a nian deemed capable of discerning jus- 
tice, and of discerning the way out of a difficulty. He 
was a man, or a woman, to whom the people turned when 
they were in doubt what todo. “ Judges” were not put 
on a “bench” to interpret constitutional or statute law, 
but they were set or sought to lead the people when they 
needed leaders, or to show the parties in a controversy 
what was right and just. Thus Samson and Gideon and 
Deborah judged Israel in the sense that they led Israel, 
because Israel was ready to beled by them. Tothis day, 
if two Orientals have a difficulty between themselves, 
they will call an older or a wiser man to hear their case 
and judge it. When a man came thus to Jesus, asking 
him to decide or judge a case between him and his brother 
in a matter of property, Jesus refused to act, saying, 
“Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you?” 
In other words, That is not my mission, to settle ques- 
tions of property right. Samuel, as God’s inspired repre- 
sentative, was looked up to by the people “ all the days 
of his life.’ Saul was the military leader after he was 
called to the kingship ; but Saul had no right to speak 
with or for God in matters that required inspired discern- 
ment from God, Sau! was first rejected as king because 
he assumed to do this in one instance, instead of waiting 
for Samuel (1 Sam. 18 : 5-14). Even after Samvuel’s 
death Saul sought his counsel through the witch of 
Endor. He never doubted Samuel’s right to be looked 
up to as capable of discerning and judging; yet Samuel 
was never a “ judge,” as we look upon “ judges ” in civil 
office after the methods of Western civilization. 


TMSS. 


The Candle in the Window 


By Curtis May 








HEN through the darkness of the Austtian town 
The Christ-child goes at midnight, hushed and 
still, 
When human life is warmly folded down, 
And nothing but the wind stirs, sweet and chill, 
The clouds float downward from the silent west, 
The leafless trees bend low to see him pass, 
And like sea-water through its sparkling crest, 
Above the snow peep trembling blades of grass. 


Yet from the high dome of the solemn skies, 
With countless stars like altar-tapers bright, 
He earthward turns the radiance of his eyes 
To where a window candle shows its light. 
A little spark, but placed by childish love 
Lest he should stamble on the lonely street ! 
Of the grand angels ministrant above 
None brings a dearer offering to his feet. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


CAS 
Through a Glass Darkly 


By Annie Trumbull Slosson 


HE incident I relate here is absolutely true in every 
detail. One of my companions on the jourrfey 
referred to has, I believe, written from memory a brief 
account of the same events. My story is from full notes 
made by myself at the time. 

We were driving through the Green Mountain country 
of Vermont in early June. Our road lay through woods, 
aud was wild and beautiful. The leafage was yet young, 
and of that tender green never seen later in the season. 
The early flowers, fragile and lovely, peeped out half 
shyly, half surprised at finding their vague winter’ 
dreams of a glad waking all realized. Violets,—blue, 
yellow, and white,—straw lilies with drooping bells of 
amber, bear plum with blossoms of pale yellow, tiarella 
with white feathery flowers, creamy bunchberry, dwarf 
Solomon’s seal, white and sweet, clustered along our way. 
Sang sparrows, vireos, thrushes, warblers, made music for 
us, and the world seemed very beautiful and glad.. The 
road sloped gently upward for some half a mile, and 
then we entered a sort of ravine. On each side were 
mountains, and dewn below us, some fifty feet or more, 
lay a clear blue lake, ita waters shining in the sunlight, 
My companions were bory augers, und the sight was @ 
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tempting one. The blue waters seemed waiting for the 
touch of a fly east lightly upon their surface, and must 
not wait in vain. The ever-ready rods were taken from 
the wagon, and the fishermen strolled down the bank to 
the water. I, too, left the wagon to wander among’ the 
trees. AsI turned from the road into the forest, on the 
side nearest the lake, I started at sight of a figure close 
by. A man stood motionless, looking down towards the 
clear blue waters. His back was towards me, and I 
could not see his face, but his whole appearance be- 
tokened great poverty. I have never seen clothing so 
ragged as that he wore; for through the holes his skin 
gleamed out white in places. 

Instinctively, I looked back towards the wagon, which 
was standing at the top of the bank a little further on. 
The driver caught my eye, and made a warning gesture, 
motioning significantly towards the seeming tramp. I 
hesitated, but at that instant the man turned his head, 
and I saw his face. 

I cannot tell you how it affected me, even in that first 
moment. It was a wonderful face, a beautiful one, with 
noble features of great regularity, and clear, deep, tender 
eyes. His hair was of dark chestnut brown, worn some- 
what long and wavy. I can give no true idea of the 
beauty and meaning of that face as it rose above those 
tattered garments. There was a look of deep sadness in 
the eyes as they met mine, and the figure, as it stood 
there in the shadow, had such a lonely look that I felt 
I must speak to him at once, 

“ How beautiful it is here!” I said. His voice sur- 
prised me with its low, clear, refined accents, as he re- 
plied : 

“ Yes, the world is very beautiful, and so it was eigh- 
teen hundred years ago,” 

“You mean when Christ was here,” I said. 

** Yes, when he was here first.” 

“And you are one of those who believe he will soon 
come again? ” 

.He smiled a grave, mysterious smiic. 

“He has\been here again often, long ago and lately, 
and,” after a slight pause, “ he is here now,” 

“Tn this world?” I said quickly. ‘But where?” 

“They do not know him, they never know him,” he 
said sadly, with such a lonesome pathos in, his. yvice. 
“ He is alone in the midst of,so. many, all alone even 
when he is talking with them, for they do not recognize 
him.” 

He lifted the old torn felt hat from his head, and passed 
his hand across his forehead wearily. It was a broad 
white brow; the hair was divided in the center, and fell 
in loose waves down each side. Where had I seen a 
picture like that face? He sat down on the grassy bank 
under the trees, and I seated myself a little lower down, 
quite near, and we talked. I had gathered some of the 
tiny June blossoms, and he spoke quietly of their beauty. 
A sparrow fluttered to the ground near us, and he smiled 
gently as he looked at it. He lifted his eyes toward the 
hills, and often turned them on the quiet lake., But there 
was always a lonely look on his face, and a gad tone in 
his voice. And again and again he spoke of the pain 
and sin everywhere on the earth. 

“They sin and they suffer always, always, and I can- 
not help them.” 

Perhaps it had been gradually dawning upon my 
mind,—it is so hard to remember how a thought comes 
to one,—but it seems now as if it sprang out suddenly 
just then, the meaning of his words. Yes; his mind was 
astray, and, though he never said in so many sentences 
that he was the One who wandered here long, long ago, 
unknown and lonely to the end, I could not doubt what 
his dream was. I think the words which convinced me 
of it were those he used when speaking of his wish to 
help the singing and suffering. “How many times I 
would have done it!” he said sorrowfully ; “ but they 
would not let me.” And a quick, sudden memory came 
to me of words like those: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
thou that killest the prophets.”’ 

“ Do you live near here?” I asked. 

“‘T have no home here,” he said gently. ‘“‘ My mother 
lives in the village over yonder, but I do not live any- 
where.” 

I heard voices ; the anglers were coming up the bunk. 
The mao saw them, with their rods and lines, and 
smiled gravely. 

** Do you like fishing?” I asked. 

“I love fishermen,” he said thoughtfully, and with a 
far-away, remembering look in his eyes. ‘Some of my 
best friends were fishermen in the old days, when I was 
here before.” 

As my companions came nearer. the stranger turned 
away, Walking slowly aud wearily buck to the road, and 
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on in the direction from which we had come that morn- 
ing. I hastened after him, and, with much hesitation, 
held out some money. 

“Could you use this?” I asked humbly. 

He looked into my face with a strange, wistful, ques- 
tioning look, almost a protest, certainly an appeal. Did 
I too fail to know him, as had the others, it seemed to 
ask. Must he go on to the end unrecognized, lonely? 
Tears blinded my eyes as he said softly : “I do not need 
it, but I am glad it was in your heart to offer it, so 
glad for you.” 

My companions looked inquiringly at me as I rejoined 
them, my eyes wet with tears of which I was not 
ashamed, while they saw the ragged stranger passing 
down the road. I watched him, a lonesome figure, till 
he passed ‘into the shadows among the trees, and I saw 
him no more. Then, as we drove through the sunshine 
and soft warmth of that June day, I told, or tried to 
tell, what I had heard and seen. And one of my friends, 
as he listened, began to repeat the words of an old 
hymn, sacred because the lips from which he had heard 
it long ago were silent to him now. 

“A poor wayfaring man of grief 
Hath often passed me on my way, 
Who sued so humbly for relief 
That I could never say him nay. 
**T had no power to ask his name, 
Whither he went, or whence he came ; 
But there was something in his eye 
That won my love, I knew not why.” 


All day the strong impression was with me. As we 
drove along the quiet Vermont roads, the grass of the 
fields so clothed in summer beauty, the birds of the air 
fed without their own sowing or reaping, the blossoms 
arrayed in more than kingly glory, yet with no weary 
toil or spinning, the clear streams, the peaceful hills, 
had a new beauty, somewhat sad, but very full of prom- 
ise. No sermon, no chant, =o learned theological trea- 
tise, nay, not even the reading of the gospel story itself, 
grown familiar line upon line as heard and read from 
childhood, had ever made that lonely life of the Stranger, 
the man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, such a 
real thing to me; for I had seen him, I mean this with 
all reverence; as St. Paul says, “I speak as a man.” 

At the little village farther on we stopped to make 
inquiries about the wanderer. We gained little satisfac- 
tion. According to those we questioned, he was “kind 
of crazy; ’tany rate a little off.” They “‘ guessed he 
wouldn’t do no harm, though it scaret some folks to hear 
him talkin’ about blood, and how it had got to be spilt; 
but they cale’lated he didn’t mean nothin’.” As fag as 
we could see, no one there had grasped any hidden 
meaning in that life, nor had the man himself, apparently, 
put into definite words his dream of what he was. So 
they did not understand, but, as the good old woman to 
whom I told the story next day suid, as she wiped her 
eyes: “Some One understands, and I can’t help think- 
ing he must feel a real drawin’ to the poor man that 
goes about in that lonesome way, so dreadful like the 
way he went himself. And he’ll make it all up to him 
some time. And any way, if we can’tsee the Lord now- 
adays, as we go about the airth, why, I’m certain sure 
we'll meet him some day face to face. And when we 
do, we'll know him in a minute. We won’t be sur- 
misin’ whether it’s really the Lord or not,—will we 
now?” 


New York City. 
YD 


The Little Leader 
By Mrs. Merrill E. Gates 


HE wonderful ré/e which Professor Drummond, in 

his “ Ascent of Man,” assigns to the little child 

as the true agent in the evolution of love in the world, 

throws a hitherto undiscovered meaning into the words 
of our Lord in regard to childhood. 

Intensely significant as those words have ever seemed 
to us, yet the light of the latest science, now revealing 
new depths in them, seems to make it apparent that 
unless, as Professor Drummond says, we had “been as 
babes,” the upward movement of humanity would have 
been an impossibility. 

It is to a little child, bringing the dawn of true, self- 
sacrificing love into the darkness of a seif-seeking world, 
that we owe the noonday of altruistic love for the indi- 
vidual and the race, which marks the Anglo-Saxon 
nationalities, as well as a few others, in a less degree. 

It is the child’s appeal to the mother that has melted 
her “ frozen ” heart, and it was by means of his little 
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child that the savage father found that he had a heart 
at all. 

The little child has done the greatest natural work 
ever done among men. He has reared the home. Dainty 
and almost helpless fingers have fashioned the solid foun- 
dations, the lasting walls, and the carved archways of 
the imperishably Jovely human home. How beautifully 
he has worked with his unconsciously artistic touch on 
the rude material of the self-bound parental heart! It 
has taken years and years to make, by invisible craft, the 
structure what it is. 

When we compare the African kraal or the Indian 
tepee with those homes which in our land symbolize the 
heavenly home in their spiritual strength and beauty, 
we see what love, drawn out by a little child, has done. 
The modern Christian home,—the product of every noble, 
generous, and high feeling and endeavor,—its sweet and 
firm consistency making it a unit, instead of an aggre- 
gation of individuals, is the work of the binding, up- 
building, unifying little child. 

The love of parent for child is the source from which 
love for any other outside of self has been developed. 
From love of children, as the beginning of its love, the 
heart has gone on expanding, taking in still larger and 
wider circles of affection and beneficence, until, in con- 
centric waves, it has poured forth the treasures of its 
philanthropy and love upon # world. 

The chief element that has so originated and devel- 
oped this love is the dependence of the child upon the 
parent, particularly upon the mother. Some faintly 
moving appeal in the utter helplessness of the child first 
awakened an answering response in the breast of mater- 
nity ; and the upward and assured ascent towards com- 
plete and shining motherhood had begun. What a 
revolution for the world in this initial vibration of the 
maternal emotion! The intensity and rapidity of those 
same vibrations of altruistic love are almost measureless 
and numberless in the world even to-day. Divinely 
impelled, they are to go on until the knowledge of God, 
which is love, shall cover the earth as the waters cover 
thesea. And the mighty swaying of thatshoreless sea has 
been set in motion, heaving resistlessly, by a little child. 

** Whosoever shall receive one of such little children 
in my name, receiveth me; and whosoever receiveth me, 
receiveth ... him that sent me.” The “ receiving” of 
the little child in love, and the going out to it in love, 
has brought, and is bringing, God into the world. 

Humanity, a dense, dark mass, has lain for long ages 
at the foot of the mountains of progress. The number- 
less millions still grope at the very base of the heights 
which beckon them in vain. Still the upward move- 
ment has begun. Here and there a group has pushed 
beyond its fellows, and stands on some sun-lighted crag of 
advance, or on some foothill of reform. The tortuous and 
ofttimes retrograde movement of the whole is still forward, 

What is the meaning of all moral improvement, of all 
ethical and social advance? It means that a little more 
love, unselfish and self-forgetful, has poured out of some- 
body’s heart, and that such love has fallen more strongly 
and pervasively on a greater number of objects. Every 
forward and upward move of humanity, if traced to its 
ultimate source, would be found to originate in some 
more profound, more self-sacrificing, love on the part of 
one person or group of persons. It is the superior moral 
force of love, and of love alone, in some of its manifold 
forms, that lifts humanity to higher planes. 

Certainly, with the spread of knowledge and of true 
human helpfulness and brotherliness, and of all the 
varied forms of altruism, which, perhaps, we sometimes 
fail to trace to their only possible root in love, the dark, 
incoherent masses of humanity at the foot or on the 
lower or slightly higher levels of the mountains of 
progress and moral advance do creep slowly on through 
dark defile, over sharp projections, through brake and 
bush and stony barrier, towards the sun-lighted summits 
of true and actual and ever-working love for others. 

But whose is that shining little form, luminous with 
the starry divinity which can draw love out of unloving 
hearts, keeping always in advance of the dark and slow- 
moving masses of humanity? Ever he hovers before 
them, fixing their eyes in spellbound trance, and moving 
their inelastic hearts with strangely unwonted yearning, 
and firing the sluggish or the rebellious will to new 
endeavors after the expression of a loVe that must find 
utterance, and make itself a reality in action! It is but 
a helpless, tender little human being, glorified in his 
humility by the utter dependence which gives him bis 
power to move on the heart. *The little child is the 


leader of humanity in its rugged ascent toGod! Hehas 
taught the world all of love it knows. He is stil! teach- 
ing it new heights and depths of love. And it is his 





image, bathed in the light of God, reflecting the vision 
of God and the glory of his father-heart, which is still 
to develop in the bosoms of men new conceptions of the 
grandeur of love, and of the possibility and certainty of 
the redemption of the world by love. For still it is 
proved true, as in the prophetic vision, that the forces 
of nature follow in upward march to constantly ascend- 
ing planes of being with docility working out in God’s 
way what he wills, for “a little child shall lead them.” 

God’s methods in nature walk on lines paralleled and 
yet transcended by the methods of hjs invisible grace. 
It was to be the mission of the great Forerunner to “ turn 
the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the heart 
of the children to their fathers.” In other words, there 
was to be a revival of the essentials of family life at the 
time of his coming. 

Natural law had worked, and brought love into exist- 
ence through the little child. Supernatural grace de- 
scends in the person of the child Christ Jesus, revealing 
the fatherhood of God as the very essence of his being, 
and showing most clearly the necessity and the glory of 
the child-heart in the believer. 

Amherst, Mass. 
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Christmas Joy 


By Elizabeth Cumings 


« MET the preacher, grandmaw, an’ he said to me, 
‘I wish you Christmas joy!’ 
I like him cause he acts like I was mos’ a man, 
’Stid o’ a little boy,” 


Confided Joe. ‘‘ But, grandmaw, what is Christmas joy ? 
Th’ truly kind, you know! 

You must ’a’ had it now a mighty heap o’ times, 
You lived so long ago. 


“It seemed like that the preacher meant—I dow't know 
what,— 
Not Christmas trees, nor toys, 
Not bicycles, nor story-books, nor anything 
Old Santa gives us boys.” 


“He did,” said grandma sofily. ‘‘ Christmas joy is love, 
As Christ, dear Joe, was born 

To give himself, so only he who gives himself 
Knows joy on Christmas nyorn.”’ 

‘An’ was it that-a-way, grandmaw, afo’ th’ wa’?” 
Gravely quoth little Joe. 

“ Was giving nicer’n getting when you were quite small, 
A kid like me,—you know?” 

“ Yes, honey,” grandma whispered, while her hand 
Caressed Joe’s yellow head. 

“T tell you true, the secret spring of Christmas joy 
Is love that burns self dead.”’ 

“ Well,—I like Timmy Dent, and I’ll give him my top,” 
Joe sighed regretfully. 

“ He limps a-cause he’s got club feet. 
He sits across from me 


“At school. He’s told me that he never had a gift, 
He’d like my puzzle map.” 

Joe sighed again. “ I’ll give him that besides.” Grandma 
Drew Joe down in her lap. 

He sighed once more, then added, “ To have nobody 
Is dreadful for a boy.” 

Then in a flash he struck his heart, and cried, ‘‘ Grandmaw, 
* T’m feeling Christmas joy!” 

Belviderg, Iii. 


YS 
“ Don’t Holler so Loud!” 
By E. P. A. 


PREACHER in one of our cities has been in the 
habit of damaging excellent sermons, Sunday 
after Sunday, by yelling at his audience, to their dis- 
comfort and vexation. He got married the other day, 
and the first thing this wise woman of Tekoa did was 
to take his manuscript, and insert at short intervals, 
in red ink, “ Don’t holler so loud!” The congregation 
were highly amused when they heard of this scheme for 
their benefit, but I understand it works well. 

The plan is worth trying in anotherfield. How many 
of us Sunday-school teachers talk too much in our teach- 
ing? The temptation is great. After a week’s enthusi- 
astic study of our lesson we feel so full, the scholars are 
for the most part so empty, we simply run over, and are 
so carried away by our own eloquence that we cannot 
stop. And yet one timid suggestion, one eager ques- 
tion, one halting effort’ at a statement, from the claxs 


itself, is worth fitteen minutes of our glibness. 
If “he is my friend” who gives mea new thought, 
“he is twice my friend” who makes we think chat 















































































































































































































’ 


thought myself. Should not at least half our effort be 
directed to getting these untrained young minds and 
hearts to think the things themselves? 

“What is the lesson you remember best from last 
Sunday’s story of Zaccheus?” I asked my class. After 
a little hanging back for some one else to speak, Jennie 
answered, “ That Jesus takes advantage of even such a 
low motive as curiosity to seek and save a sinner,” 

I did not think this the most important lesson. I 
surely had not made it prominent in my teaching. But 
here is the point:, Jennie had made that suggestion her- 
self in last Sunday’s lesson, and that was what she 
remembered best ! 

Oan wé not invent some sort of mental red-lettering 
that will remind us of this danger of a self-complacent 
fulness, some invisible sign-board, as we go from topic 
to topic, that shall point to our too sileut listeners, and 
say, Don’t talk so much’”’? 


Lexington, Va. 
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The Good-Will Rosebush 


A Christmas Story 
By Ella Lyle 


HE excitement of the Parley children can be ima- 

gined when they were awakened, one cold Decem- 

ber night, by an alarm of fire from the large boarding- 

hduse directly opposite their little home. Teddie and 

Joe tumbled out of bed to the window, while Jimmie and 

Bob called loudly for father and mother, who were al- 
ready up and dressing. 

Their own house being quite safe, Mr, Parley left them 
to run across the street, where the flames could now be 
seen bursting from the windows. The boarders rushed 
in and out trying to save their possessions, and presently 
Teddie cried : 

“They're bringing some one out,—it’s Mrs, Gibgon!” 

Mrs, Gibson was a “a poor rich lady,” as Bob ecalied 
her. The children used to watch her get in and out of 
the handsome carriage that came for her when she was 
able to ride; for Mrs. Gibson was an invalid whose 
money could not buy health. The Parley children had 
stout legs of their own that carried them wherever they 
wanted to go; and, while it was certainly a fine thing to 
ride around in one’s carriage, the boys did not envy her. 

“T want new boots,” Joe had said that very day. 
“ Why do some people have lots, and othets most noth- 
ing? But we’ve got legs, and Mrs, Gibson hasn’t,—or 
they’re not much good,—so it’s all right,” he concluded, 
cheerfully. 

Mrs. Gibson would have been surprised to know what 
an object of interest she was to the children, 

But it is one thing to be interested in a lady living 
across the street, and quite another thing to live in the 
house with her, as the boys soon found; for Mrs, Gibson 
was carried over to the Parley’s on the night of the fire, 
and that is the way she came to spend Christmas week 
among them. For a few days the boys patiently submit- 
ted to seeing little snatches of their mother, whose time 
was wholly taken up by the sick visitor in the spare bed- 
room, and it was not, until the doctor ordered Mrs. Gib- 
son out pf bed, and she descended to the sitting-room, 
that the children made unpleasant discoveries, 

* What does ‘ nervous’ mean, Joe?” asked Jimmie, 
one night, as the boys were warming their feet before 
going to bed. 

“Oh! it don’t mean much.of anything, I guess,” an- 
swered Joe, who had never heard the word, but didn’t 
care to say 80. 

“I don’t believe it means much myself,” said Jimmie, 
thoughtfully. ‘ When Mrs. Gibson told the doctor she 
was ‘nervous,’ he said ‘ Fudge!’ ”’ 

“Tf it’s Mrs. Gibson, it means crossness,” broke in 
Teddie, “If any one thinks she isn’t cross, hold up your 
hand.” 

Not a hand went up; but presently Bobbie said : 

“ She’s sick, you know.” 

** Does mother act like Mrs. Gibson when she has the 
headache ?” demanded Teddie, scornfully. 

“If a dog was to wear out his legs running errands 
for mother, she’d thank him, 
* What a time you’ve been!’”’ 

own grievances. 

“ It seems ages since she came, and tle fire wasn’t ten 


bat Mrs. Gibson saya, 
said Jimmie, who had his 









days ago,” sighed Joe. “If her brother would only come 
and get her before Christmas! And isn’t it too bad about 
the tree?” 

“ We've promised mother, now,” said Teddie, soberly. 
“Mother's real sorry, but her hands are full, for Mre. 
Gibson doesn’t care how much troubleshe makes. She’s 
going to pay her board, so she thinks she can bother 
and find fault,—as if we’d begged her to come and stay!” 

Clearly, Mrs. Gibson had not made friends of the boys. 
Mrs, Parley had greater opportunities to see the selfish, 
unlovely character of the guest thrust upon her hands, 
but she pitied and tried to cheer her fretful unhappiness. 
The boys had willingly made the sacrifice of foregoing 
their usual Christmas tree, when their mother spoke 
about it, after finding what a burden her visitor proved 
to be. Mrs. Parley appreciated the sacrifice; but the 
children felt that Mrs. Gibson would have considered it 
a very small thing had she known it. 

Christmas was now very hear at hand, and there was 
a great deal of whispering and yy to do before the 
fire in the sitting-room. 

“ This house seems to be full of Mrs. Gibson,” grum- 
bled Joe, one night, as he fell over the reclining-chait that 
filléd about a half of the little room. ‘“She’ll own us, 
house and all, pretty soon.” 

“Bhe made us an offer to-day,” answered Teddie, suck- 
ing his cut finger. ‘“ Wanted to bitty the rosebush.” 

“Aunt Nellie’s rosebush? I hope you told her it 


wasn’t for sale,” said Joe with spirit. 


“Oh! I told her,” and Teddie nodded his head wisely, 
“She won’t offer to buy it again.” 

The rosebush that Mrs. Gibson wanted stood in the 
parlor window on a little table. While Mrs, Parley’s 
sister was paying them a visit during the summer, she 
had purchased some rosebushes to take to her distant 
home. Among them was one so small and sickly look- 
ing that Aunt Nellie left it behind as something quite 
worthless, It became the boys’ care, and their treatment 
and its result would have astonished a professional florist. 
Weeks of neglect, followed by four daily waterings from 
four penitent boys, together with heat and chill that 
would have killed most plants, had no bad effect on this 
one. On the contrary, two plump buds rewarded this 
doubtful culture, and when, two days before Christmas, 
one of the buds swelled into a fragrant yellow flower, the 
Parley children were convinced that they knew how to 
grow roses. 

Mrs. Gibson had offered a good sum for the rosebush- 
She wanted it, and many things far more necessary than 
flowers were lacking in the little house. Not that Mrs. 
Parley or the boys seemed to feel any lack, and all the 
time that Mrs. Gibson had tospare from her own troubles 
—although it was very littke—was spent in wonder over 
their contentment. Shesaw, but could not understand, the 
delight in their simple Christmas preparations, The red 
mittens, penknives, and story-books, tucked away by Mrs. 
Parley, were not costly gifts; and the clothes-pins which 
Bob whittled when his mother was not looking, seemed 
very ridiculous. Mr. Parley was away on business, but 
was expected home on Christmas Day; and Teddie had 
made a wonderful bootjack, that was sure to work well 
on father’s big boots. 

On Christmas Eve, when the boys came noisily in 
from the Sunday-school entertainment, bearing bags of 
candy and oranges, Mrs. Parley gently checked them 
with a remembrance of the visitor, who had retired 
early, as usual. Teddie frowned, and Joe said: 

*Oan’t a fellow be jolly on Christmas Eve?” 

Jim and Bob showered their mother with candy, and 
as Mrs. Parley looked in their rosy fuces she thought it 
was a good thing to be the mother of four boys, 

“We're going to have a nite Christmas to-morrow,” 
she said, as they drew near the fire. “The turkey is a 
beautiful one, and father will certainly be here by dinner- 
time. You've been real good about giving up the tree. 
The little gifts I have for you are not much, but father 
has just made another payment on the house, so it’s our 
own little home at last.” 

“We'd like to have given you a hat with a pink 
feather, like Mrs. Lee’s,” said loving little Bob. ‘‘Oan’t 
you buy one with the money Mrs. Gibson’s going to 
give you?” 

Mrs. Parley laughed, and patted his head, 

“ There are things enough to buy with that money. I 
don’t want the pink feather, Bobbie dear. But I was 
going to speak about Mrs, Gibson. Wouldn’t it be nice 
to, remember her in some little way to-morrow? She 
seems to have very few friends, And think of Christmas 
without a single gift!” 

“She's rich, 


said -Teddie 


and can buy her own,” 


Aud the boys all echoed it. 


cuiudly. 
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“Yes, she’s rich; but we don’t give Christmas-presents 
to people only when they are poor. It’s the time of 
good-will, you know,—good-will toward all mankind, 
because of the great Gift.” 

“Well, it’s no use now, for we haven’t anything to 
give her,” said Jim, thinking he saw & way oat of the 
difficulty. 

“Ob, we have the very thing!” answered Mrs. Parley, 
who did not know how unendurable Mrs. Gibson had 
become to the boys. “I didn’t think of buying any- 
thing, but wouldn’t it be nice to cut off the yellow rose, 
and send it in to her on the breakfast tray? It will look 
pretty on her gray silk wrapper.” 

The children had said nothing to their mother about 
Mrs. Gibson’s offer to buy the rosebush, and it was hardly 
the time to say so now, when each one secretly deter- 
mined to refuse the flower which Mrs, Parley proposed 
to out for their guest. 

“ It looks prettier where it is,” said Teddie decidedly, 
“T don’t want her to have it, but give it to any one else 
you like.” And this declaration was seconded by the 
others, 

“And I'd give it to her if she wasn’t so awfully ner- 
vous,” yawned Bob, ‘“ How shedid snap at me to-day !” 

It was useless to deny that Mrs. Gibson was a trial, 
but when Mrs, Parley understood the depth of the boys’ 
feelings, she tried to awaken a pity which would lessen 
their dislike. “And how can we ever hope to love our 
enemies, if we won’t try at the blessed Christmas time?” 
was the question with which she hastily endedja motherly 
little talk, seeing sleepy Bob ready to fall. from his 
chair. But not a boy relented about the yellow rose. 

When Christmas morning came, the simple presents 
were exchanged, which gave unbounded satistaction. 


«Joe immediately cut his finger with the new knile, but 


this proved what a “dandy” it was for sharpness. 

The boys tore themselves away from the turkey, which 
was being made ready for the oven, to go over to the 
depot for their father. The train brought Mr. Parley, 
Jaden with bundles that proved to be more Christmas, iu 
the shape of games and puzzles. Back they came to 
dinner, which was a great success, although Mrs, Gibson 
found fault with the boiled onions, and expressed herseli 
about Joe’s eating two pieces of mince-pie. 

It was while the Parleys were all in a ‘huppy state, aftér 
their good dinner, that a fine carriage and pair of horses 
drew up before the door, and a gentleman, who proved 
to be Mrs. Gibson’s brother, was ushered in. He had 
come for his sister; and, as he had planned everything to 
suit his own convenience rather than hers, Mrs. Gibson 
found that, if she wished to go with him, no time was to 
be lost. 

Then there was a bustle! Joe regretted the second 
piece of mince-pie, as he toiled up and down stairs obey- 
ing orders, while Mrs. Gibson poured out complaints 
and wants in the same breath. But at last the traveler 
was ready to start. While, Mr, Minton and Mr. Parley 
were stowing away various belongings in the carriage, 
Mrs, Parley was in the hall wrapping Mrs, Gibson in 
her rich furs, 

“ You’ve been real good to me, and I won’t forget it,” 
Mrs. Gibson said suddenly, “I think you area fortu-— 
nate woman. Maybe, if I had made a happier home 
for wird husband and son, things wouldn’t have turned 
out 80.’ 

Meanwhile the children were holding a conversation 
in the parlor around the rosebush. 

“T wish we’d given it this morning. Shall we do it 
now?” asked Joe uncertaialy. 

“We might as well,” answered Teddie. 

“T remember, now, being real cross when I had the 
toothache,” said Jimmie remorsefully. 

“And you know what mother said about forgiving,” 
was Bob’s plea. 

The result was that four bare-headed boys, one of 
them carrying the rosebush, rushed out to the carriage 
in which Mrs. Gibson was already seated, 

“ Here itis!” And Teddie thrust the plant, with its 
beautiful, nodding flower, in her Jap, “ It’s from me an’ 
Joe an’ Jim an’ Bob, because it’s Christmas,” 

“Oh, I seé! And you wouldn’t sell it because you 
were going to make me a presetit of it. Thank. you, 
boys, and ’m”-— 

But here the horses started, and put an end to words, 

‘It wasn’t because we’re so glad she’s gone, motler,” 
said Teddie, as they trooped in the houxe, “ It’s good- 
will toward all mankind,” 

“Why, it’s a great deal more than that,” cried little 
Bob; “it’s good-will towards Mrs, Gibson |” 

And Mrs. Purley smiled and understood, 


Newark, N. J. 
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| LESSON HELPS 


Lesson Calendar 
First Quarter, 1896 


1. January 5.—The Forerunner of Christ 









2. January 12.—The Boy Jesus..................0-000eeeeeeeeees ..Luke 2 : 40-52 
8. January 19.—The Ministry of John the Baptist. Luke 8 : 15-22 
4, January 26.—The Early Ministry of Jesus........... Luke 4: 1422 
5, February 2.—The Power of Jesus................ F Luke 5 : 17-26 
6, February 9.—The Sermon on the Mount ....................004 Luke 6 : 41-49 
7. February 16.—The Great Helper... ..............:sc00-seeeeees-eeeeee dle 7 2 2-16 
8. February 23.—Faith Encouraged... ... Luke 8 : 43-55 
9. March 1.—Jesus the Messiah................... .... Luke 9 : 18-27 
10. March 8.—True Love to One’s Neighbor...... ..Luke 10 : 25-37 
11. March 15.—Teaching about Prayer..................ccccccesceeeeeeee Luke 11 : 1-13 
12, March 22.--Faithful and Unfaithful Servants................ Luke 12 : 37-48 


13. March 29.—Review. 


KY 
Outline Inductive Studies 


Prepared by 
The American Institute of Sacred Literature 
oe 


The Introduction to the Gospel 


Luke 1 : 1-4. 
LITERATURE. 


The following works will be found of especial value: 
Stevens and Burton, ‘‘A Harmony of the Gospels for His- 
torical Study ;” Edersheim, “The Life and Times of 
Jesus the Messiah;” Stapfer, “Palestine in the Time of 
Christ” (although not altogether accurate), or Seidel, “In 
the Time of Jesus;” Merrill, “Galilee in the Time of 
Christ ;” Godet, “Commentary on the Gospel according to 
Luke.” On the foilowing study, special reference may’ also 
be made to Bruce, “Kingdom of God” (pp. 1-41), and two 
introductory studies in the Biblical World, May and June, 
1895. 

BrBiicaL MATERIAL. ; 

Note first the maiu purpose of these introductory verses: 
the establishment of the reader’s faith through the attesta.ion 
of historical facts already. known (v. 4). This purpose can 
be discovered with more or less clearness in the general 
treatment of gospel facts given by our author. Show the 
significance of this purpose if one endeavors to establish the 
truth of the gospel story. 

Next consider, word by word, verses 1-3. They give the 
canse of Luke’s undertaking the composition of the book, 
and the sources whence he derives the attestation of the facis 
already known. In such a study the ‘following statements 
demand e-pecial attention: 1, At the time when Luke 
determined to write his Gospel many had already under- 
taken “to draw up a narrative ” of the events of Christ’sslife 
(v.1).. These persons are unmentioned, but evidently are 
not unknown to Luke. 2. Note that these numerous written 
accounts are themselves derived from, or at least are similar 
to, other accounts with which Luke is acquainted (v. 2). It 
is also noteworthy that thexe other accounts are specifically 
stated to be from those who “from the beginning were eye- 
witnesses of the word.” For a possible explanation of this 
striking expression see Mark 1: 1, where the work of Jesus 
is made to begin with the appearance of John the Baptist. 
Would not this description of the eye-witnesses apply with 
special force to Peter? (comp. John 1: 35-42.) Further, does 
not the expression of verse 2, “ delivered them unto us,” imply 
that the testimony of these witnes-es was in oral rather than 
written form? This certainly appears in the Greek. 3, Note, 
again, the implication of verse 4. Theophilus already knows 
the facts of the Gospei, but (v. 3) apparently they have not 
been told him in an orderly fashion. This lack of order 
Luke, it will be observed, proposes to remedy (v.3). 4. Ob- 
serve also that Luke classes himself, not among the eye- 
witnesses, but among those who had heard their testimony. 

Notice the breaks in style or subject-matter that sepa- 
rate the section 1 : 5 to 2: 52 from what precedes and fol- 
lows; the variations in the genealogy of Jesus (3 : 23-38) 
from that given by Matthew, as well as the appearance it has 
of having been introduced into a narrative of the temptation 
similar to that of Matthew (Matt. 3:13 to 4:11); the im- 
portant addition to the accounts of Matthew and Mark found 
9:51 to 18:14; the account of the resurrection (24 : 13- 
53). Bat, at the same time, notice that the other portions of 
the Gospel are strikingly like those which are to be found in 
both Mark and Matthew (as, for instance, Mait. 9 : 2-8; 
Mark 2: 3-12; Luke 5 : 18-26), or in Matthew alone (as, for 

instance, Matt. 3: 7-10; Luke 3 : 7-9). Would not these 
facts seem to justify the belief (1) that in composing his Gos- 
pel Luke used some accounts that were either the Gospels of 
Mark and Matthew, or accounts which had been used by 
them? (2) that he also used accounts which these two evan- 
gelists did not use? 

Sprciat Topics. 


1. Who wax Theophilus? (Comp. Acts 1:1) These two 


paeages conla pn all that we know of this person. 
‘ 
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2. When did Luke write this Gospel? Probably between 
70-80, to judge from internal evidence, but this is not beyond 
dispute, It may have been prior to the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. 

3. Who was Luke? See Colossians 4: 14; 2 Timothy 4: 
11; Philemon 24. What shall be said as to the probability 
that he was a companion of Paul during the events narrated 
in Acts, in which the personal pronoun “we” is used. For 
instance, compare Acts 12 and 20 : 6, and following. 

4. Give special attention to the “ Infancy Section” (Luke 
1:5 to 2: 52), at present concentrating attention upon the 
account of the birth of John the Baptist. Here note (1) the 
difference in its style from the elegant preface, (2) its strong 
Hebrew coloring, (3¥ the ignorance of the story of Jesus seen 


and thou shalt call his name 
John. 

14 And thou shalt have joy and 
gladness ; and many shall rejoice 
at his birth. 

15 For he shall be great in the 
sight of the.Lord, and shall drink 
neither wine nor strong drink ; 
and he shall be filled with the 
Holy Ghost, even from his moth- 
er’s womb. 

16 And many of the children of 
Is‘ra-el shall he turn to the 
Lord their God. 

17 And he shall go before him 
in the spiré and power of E-li’as 
to turn the hearts of the fathers 


805 


14 callhisnameJobn. And thou 
shalt have joy and gladness; 
and many shall rejoice at his 

15 birth. For he shall be great in 
the sight of the Lord, and he 
shall drink no wine nor' strong 
drink; and he shall be filled 
with the *Holy Ghost, even 
from his mother’s womb. 

16 And many of the children of 
Israel shall he turn unto the 

17 Lord their God. And he shall 
3 go before his face in the spirit 
and power of Elijah, to turn 
the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the disobedient 
to walk in the wisdom of the 
























in the song of Zacharias (1 : 67-79), implying strongly that 
it was composed before the appearance of Jesus; (4) the ref- 
erences to Jewish customs (for example, vs. 8, 9, 10, 23, 59, 
61); (5) the points of likeness and difference of the story with 


that of the birth of Isaac (Gen. 18 : 


1-15). 


5. ‘State why Luke should have incorporated this account 


of the birth of John with that of the life of Christ. 


As far 


as possible, discover this from the words of the Gospel. 


KY 


Pre-View for First Quarter 


N THE recent “ Lessons from the Life of our Lord” he 
has been steadily considered as ‘The Glorious Son of 


God.” 


He is now to be considered in a series of “Studies in 
the Gospel according to Luke.” 


Lake’s is pre-eminently 


the Gospel of the Son of mah, to fit which fact the general 
topic now becomes “The Exalted Son of Man.” 

For the quarter’s golden text Peter’s grand testimony to 
Jesus, given before the council, and recorded in Acts 5 : 31, 


cannot be surpassed : 


“Him hath God exalted with his right 
hand to be a Prince and a Savidur.” 


The work of the new 


quarter may be summarized thus: 


The Exalted Son of Man 


SHOMNAAKHONE 


— 


11. 
12. 


- The Son’s Herald Announced. 

. The Son Manifesting Early Consecration. 
. The Son Receiving Divine Endorsement. 
. The Son Declaring his Mission. 

. The Son Manifesting Fulness of Power. 

. The Son Teaching Fundamental Truths. 
The Son Helping the Helpless. 

. The Son Rewarding the Believing. 

. The Son Announcing Terms of Discipleship. 
The Son Enforcing Love to Others, 

The Son Encouraging to Prayerfulness. 
The Son Stimulating to Faithfulness. 


RY 


Lesson 1, January 5, 1896 


The Forerunner of Christ 


GoupENn Text: Thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to 


prepare his ways.—Luke 1 : 


(Luke 1 : 5-17. 


Study connection in Luke 1 


COMMON VERSION. 


5 4 There was in the days of 
Hér’od, the king of Ju-dé@a, a cer- 
tain priest named Zach-a-ri’as, of 
the course of A-bi’a : and his wife 
was of the daughters of A4r’on, 
and her name was E-lis’a-béth, 

6 And they were both righteous 
before God, walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances 
ofthe Lord blameless. 

7 And they had no child, be- 
cause that E-lis’a-béth was bar- 
Tren ; and they both were now well 
stricken in years. 

8 And it came to pass, that, 
while he executed the priest’s 
office before God in the order of 
his course, 

9 According to the custom of 
the priest’s office, his lot was to 
burn incense when he went into 
the temple of the Lord. 

10 And the whole multitude of 
the people were praying without 
at the time of incense. 

11 And there appeare¢ unto 
him an angel of the Lord stand- 
ing on the right side of the altar 
of incense. 

12 And when Z&ch-a-ri’as saw 
him, he was troubled, and fear 
fell upon him. 

13 But the angel said unto him, 
Fear not, Zach-a-ri’as: for thy 
prayer is heard; and thy wife 
E-lte’a-béth shall bear thee a son, 





1 Gr. advanced in their days. 


76. 


Memory verses : 


15, 16.) 
: 1-80 
REVISED VERSION. 


5 There was in the days of 
Herod, king of Judwa,-a cer- 
tain priest named Zacharias, of 
the course of Abijah : and he 
had a wife of the daughters of 
Aaron, and her name was 

6 Elisabeth. And they were 
both righteous before God, 
walking in all the command- 
ments and ordinances of the 

7 Lord blameless. And they 
had no child, because that 
Elisabeth was barren, and they 
both were now! well stricken 
in years. 

8 Now it came to pass, while he 
executed the priest’s office be- 
fore God in the order of his 

9 course, according to the 
custom of the priest’s office, his 
lot was to enter into the *tem- 
ple of the Lord and burn in- 

10 cense. And the whole mullti- 
tude of the people were pray- 
ing without at the hour of in- 

ll cense. And there appeared 
unto him an angel of the Lord 
standing pn the right side of 

12 the altar of incense. And 
Zacharias was troubled when 
he saw him, and fear fell upon 

13 him. Butthe angel said unto 
him, Fear not, Zacharias : be- 
cause thy supplication is heard, 
and thy wife Elisabeth shall 
bear thee ason, and thou shalt 


20r, sanctuary 


to the children, and the disobe- 
dient to the wisdom of thd just; 


just; to make ready for the 
Lord a people preparéd for 





to make ready a people prepared him, 
for the Lord, 
1Gr, sikera. 2Or, Holy Spirit: and so throughout this book. *Some 


ancient authorities read come nigh before his face. 
e American Revisers would substitute marg.?*‘ Holy Spirit” for 
oly Ghost’ wherever it occurs. 


AAS 
Lesson Plan and Analysis 


Topic OF THE QUARTER: The Exalted Son of Man. 


GoLDEN TEXT FOR THE QuARTER: Him hath God exalted 
with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour.—Acts 5 : 31, 


Lesson Fopic: The Son’s Herald Announced. 


Ovecman.  * The Angel’s Coming, vs. 6-12. 
* (2. The Angel’s Communication, vs. 13«17. 
Dairy Home READINGS: 


—LUKE 1 : 5-17. 
T.—Luke 1 : 59-66. 


The Rorerunner of Christ. 
A wondrous infancy. 

W.—Luke 1 : 67-80. Prophecy of greatness. 

-—Exod. 30: 1-10. Service of the altar. 
F.—Mal. 3: 1-6. The Lord's messenger. 
S.—Mal. 4: 1-6. Promise of Elijah. 

: S.—Matt. 11: 7-14. Christ’s testimony to John. 
(These Home Readings are the selections of the International 


Bible Reading Association. The heavy type indicates the lesson 
verses, ) 


AS 
Lesson Analysis 


I. THE ANGEL’S COMING, 

1. The Historic Period : 

In the days of Herod, king of Judea (5); 
Jesus was born . .. in the days of Herod the king a. $3 
| the reign ‘of Tiberius Cesar, Pontius Pilate, . 
(Luke 3 
2. The iui Household : 

Both righteous before God, walking . 


As for me and my house 
A devout man,... 


“aan Herod 


- blameless (6). 


. we will serve the Lord (Josh. 24 ; 15). 
that feared God with all his house (Acts 10 : 2), 


3- The Domestic Sorrow : 
They had no child, .,. and were... in years (7). 


What wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless? (Gen. 15 : 2.) 
As yet he had no child (Acts 7 ; 5). 


4- The Priestly Office : 
He executed the priest's office before God (8). 


He may minister unto me in the priest's office (Exod. 28 : 1). 
He made us. . . to be priests unto his God and Father (Rey. 1 : 6). 


5. The Burning Incense : 
His lot was to... burn incense (9). 


A perpetual incense before the Lord (Exod, 30: 
The smoke of the iucense. . . went up before Goa’ (Rev. 8 : 4). 


6. The Praying People : 
The whole multitude of the people were praying without (10). 


There shall be no man in the tent... when he xy in (Lev. 16:17). 
The prayers of the saints, weut up before God (Rev. 8 : 4). 


7- The Disclosed Angel : . 
There appeared unto him.an angel of the Lord (11). 


The angel of the Lord appeared. . . in a flame of fire (Exod. 3 : 2). 
Behold, an angel of the Lord stood. by him (Acts 12 : 7). 


8. The Troubled Priest : 
Zacharias was troubled when he saw him (12), 


Alas, O ase God! ...I have ee angel of the Lord (Judg. 6 : 22), 
AD angel .. . stood by them: ... they were sore afraid (Luke 2:9). 


Ill. THE ANGEL’8 COMMUNICATION. 
1. Dismissing Fear : 
The angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias (13). 


The angel of God called to Hagar@. . . Fear not (Gen. 21 : 17). 
The angel said unto them, Be not afraid (Luke 2 : 10). 


2. Assuring Progeny : 
Elisabeth shail bear thee a son (13). 


I will give thee a son of her (Gen. 17 : 16), 
She shali bring forth a son (Matt. 1 : 21). 


3- Assuring Joyfulness : 
Thou shalt have joy and gladness ; and many shall rejoice (14), 


With joy shall re draw water out of the wells of em (Isa. 12:3), 
Great joy which shall be to all the people (Luke 2 : 


4- Assuring Greatness : 
He shall be great in the sight of the Lord (15). 


I will bless thee, and make thy name great (Gen. 12 : 
There hath not arisen a greater than John the Daptiot ‘iat, 11:11). 


§- Assuring Spirituality : 
He shall be filled with the Holy Ghost (15). 


The spirit of the Lortl came mightily upon David (1 Sam. 16 : 13). 
A man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit (Acts 6 : 5). 


6. Describing Achievement : 
Many... shall he turn... 

(16, 17). 

He shall prepare the way before me ‘M1 %- 1) 

There went out upto bi. ail the county of Jct Mark 1: 5), 


- To make ready for the Lord 
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Verse 6.—“‘They were both righteous before God.” (1) An all- 
sexing Judge Wi? ) An unequivocal judgment. 
Verse 8.—'' While he executed the priest's office before Gol.” (1) 


beh 2 Leg yearn duties; (2) The faithful fulfilment, | 
—*The peop ple were praying without.’ (1) The people 
(anh “> The priest within ; (3) The Lord above 
Verse 11.—There appeared unto him an angel.” (1) The honored 


priest; (2) The angelic mesenger : (3) The gracious God. 
Verse 13.—“ Thy supplication is heard.’ (1) Prayer presénted ; (2) 
8u plication heard; (3) Answer assured. 
erte 14.—* Thou shalt have joy and gladness.” Because of the 
son's (1) Birth; (2) Character ; (3) Work; (4) Achievements, 

Verse 15.—‘' He shall be wreat:... he shall be filled.” Al) Jobn’s 
personal ness; (2) John’s spiritual fulness. 
Verse 17.—To make reafly...a pongie prepared for him.”’ (1) A 
wore! among the people; (2) A work of preparation ; (3) A work for 


ASS 


Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B? Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


Lesson Surroundings 


NTECEDENT Events.—For four centuries we have no 
record that God had spoken to men by vision or 
prophecy. The Jews, restored from captivity, had continued 
the temple service, though wars had scattered many of them 
to foreign countries, where Greek became their household 
language. Alexander had carried the Greek language into 
Asia, and afterwards Rome had conquered the civilized world. 
Judea was a kingdom, ruled by Herod, a dependent of the 
Roman emperor. “The fulness of the time” had come, and 
the first indication of the superior revelation is found in the 
lesson. Verses 1-4 form a prologue, addressed to “ Theophi- 
lus,” of whom nothing farther is certainly known, Luke 
tells why he wrote his narrativeyand how he prepared for it. 
According to the narrative in Acts, he was in Palestine dur- 
ing Paul’s imprisonment at Cesarea (A. D. 58-60), when many 
“ eye-witnesses” were still living. The Gospels, as histories, 
were not written without adequate investigation. 
Priaces.—The house of Zacharias and Elisabeth, according 
to tradition, was at ‘Ain-Kartm, a village four miles west of 
Jerusalem. Others place it at Hebron, a priestly city, about 
twenty miles south of Jerusalem. Luke (v. 39) only states 
that it was “a city of Judah,” in “the hill country.” The 
main incident occurred in the temple at Jerusalem, the angel 
appearing within the “ sanctuary,” the holy place. 
Time.—About fifteen months before the birth of Jesus. If 
that occurred December 25, 749, then the date of the lesson 
would be in late September or early October, 748; that is, 
6 B.C. “The course of Abijah” was in sefvice October 8-9 of 
that year. There are not sufficient data to fix the time with 
certainty, 
Persons —Zacharias, a devout priest ; 
the angel Gabriel. 
There is no parallel passage. 


Elisabeth, his wife; 


OW 
Critical Notes 


, Verse 5.—In the days of Herod, king of Judea: Usually 
called “ Herod the Great,” an Edomite by race. Many of 
his descendants became prominent historical characters. He 
reigned from 40 B.C. to 4 B.C. (year of Rome 714-750), 
dying about the passover time of the latter year. His 
authority was derived from Rome.—Zacharias: Meaning 
“the Lord remembers.” —O/ the course of Abijah: The priests 
were divided into twenty-four courses, that of Abijah being 
the eighth (see 1 Chron. 24: 10). Each course served a 
week, the various parts being allotted to the several priests 
(see v.9). The courses were originally formed of descen- 
dents from the same families, but when Judas Maccabeus 
restored the service by courses, while the names and order 
were preserved, it was not possible to renew the regular family 
succession. It is not possible that Zacharias was high-priest. 
—He had a wife: A slight change of reading is indicated by 
this form.—O/ the daughters of This does not, how- 
ever, involve close relationship to her husband. She was 
also related to Mary (v. 36), who was of the family-of David, 
as is generally held.— Elisabeth : The same name as Elisheba 
(Exod. 6 ; 23), that of the wife of Aaron, meaning “ God her 
oath.” 

Verse 6.—Both righteous before God: Their piety was not 
an outward form, but real conformity to the will of God. 
The Old Testament idea of righteousness is a religious one, 
hence the phrase “before God.”— Walking: In their daily 
life. The figure is a common one in thé Bible.—ZJn ali the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord: The former proba- 
bly refers to general precepts, such as the Decalogue, the 
latter, to more specific precepts, the etymology pointing to 
what God has appointed as righteous for men.— Blameless : 
Not necessarily sinless, but, as Old Testament saints, striv- 
ing to walk in the fear of God, and attaining to holiness. 

Verse 7.—They had no child: Evidently a great trial to 
both of them. Messianic hopes were connected with the 
desire for children among pious Jews — Because that: This 
suggests the reason for their ceasing to hope for children.— 
Both were now well stricken in years: Greek, “ advanced in 
their days.” The improbability of their being blessed with 
children was similar to that in the case of Abraham aad 


Aaron: 
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Sarah, though it is not likely that they had attained so great 
an age asthe patriarch and his wife. Probably Zacharias 
was over sixty years of age. 


Verse 8.—Now it came to pas: This begins the narrative 





of the main incident, verses 5-7 being preliminary. “Now” 
seems more appropriate than “and” or “but,” the Greek 
conjunction having various shades of meaning. “That” is 


omitted in the Revised Version, since it is unnecessary, and 
has no equivalent in the Greek.— While he executed the priest's 
office: “ Served as priest” would be a simpler rendering.— 
Before God: That is, in the temple service.—In the order of 
his course: During the week when the course of Abijah 
had charge of the services, “Before God” qualifies this 
phrase. ™ 

Verse 9.— According to the custom of the priest's office: Liter- 
ally, “of the priesthood.” This is usually joined with what 
follows, as referring to the ce stomary allotting of the parts of 
the priestly duty. Some, however, join it with verse 8, as 
referring to the regular succession of “ courses.” The former 
view is preferable—His lot was: In the early morning two 
allottments occurred, distributing all parts of the daily ser- 
vice, except the burning of incense. For this two special 
“lots” were cast, one for the morning, and another (later in 
the day) for the evening, sacrifice. Probably the morning 
sacrifice was that in which Zacharias took part.—TZo enter 
into the temple of the Lord: That is, the outer holy place, or 
sanctuary. “ When he went” seems to siggest that such an 
entrance was usual, But at this service only three priests 
entered the sanctuary; two of them prepared for the more 
honorable service of the third, which was “ to burn incense.” 
The golden altar of incense, standing within the outer veil, 
was cleared by one priest ; the other spread upon it live coals 
from the altar of burnt-offering (outside the veil), each re- 
tiring inturn. Then came the crowning act of the service, the 
burning of incense, representing the prayers of God’s people, 
So honorable was this duty, that “only once in a lifetime 
might any one enjoy that \privilege” (Edersheim). After- 
wards the priest was called “ rich,” and his name was not in 
the lot for this high duty. As theré were twenty thousand 
priests, it was possible to maintain such a regulation, Zacha- 
rias, though now old, had never enjoyed this privilege. At 
last it was “his lot” to enter alone the sanctuary, lighted 
only by the seven-branched candlestick and the glow of the 
coals upon the altar of incense, and at a given signal to 
spread the incense, from the golden censor he had carried 
into the sanctuary, upon the live coals. The altar stood near 
the second veil, beyond whith. was the holy of -holies, 
Zacharias entered from the east. As he stood at the altar, 
the table of shew bread was onthe north side (his right 
hand), on the south side the golden candlestick. 

Verse 10.—And the whole multitude were praying without: 
During this crowning act of the service priests and people 
withdrew a short distance from the outer altar and pros- 
trated themselves in silent prayer, the smoking odors of the 
incense symbolizing their thanksgivings and petitions. The 
priest within was expected to join in this worship when 
the incense was fully kindled. He would then withdraw. 
But Zacharias remained, as is further narrated.—At the hour 
of incense: This is a literal rendering. While the incense 
was carried in and kindled. 

Verse 11.—Appeared unto him: The verb is the passive of 
that meaning “to see,” but in the New Testament it always 
suggests an active appearance.—An angel of the Lord: How 
he was recognized by Zacharias is not stated. The gospel 
narratives tell of the supernatural in the simplest manner; 
ho extravagant details, nothing to gratify mere curiosity, 
That Luke means to assert an actual external appearance, all 
honest exegesis must allow.—Standing on the right hand: It 
is uncertain whether this means on the right of Zacharias as 
he faced the altar (the north side), or on the right looking 
from the altar (the southside). Edersheim accepts the latter 
view, but the other seems preferable, since the appearance is 
described from the priest’s point of view. That Zacharias 
was in a state of spiritual susceptibility must be granted, but 
a personal spirit was sent to make a revelation to him. He 
was not under an illusion, as appears from his objection, as 
well as from the physical effect produced upon him. While 
there is no record of any previous revelation in the Holy 
Place, it was fitting that this appearance shou!d occur there, 

Verse 12.— Was troubled: A natural result; there had 
been no special revelation to Israel for centuries, and per- 
plexity would arise in his mind as to what this appearance 
would signify.—F¥ar fell upon him: Also a natura! result, 
the effect upon his heart. A sense of sin would be awakened 
in the soul of this pious priest by the supernatural appear- 
ance, and would add to the religious awe with which he ap- 
proached so near the Holy of Holies. 

Verse 13.—Feur not: The fear of Zacharias was that of an 
Old Testament saint ; the first word that ushered in the New 
Dispensation was a command not to fear.— Because thy suppli- 
cation is heard: More literal than “prayer.” That Zacharias 
had asked for a son is, implied, but ver~e 18 suggests that he 
had given up hope.— Thy wife... shall bear thee son: There 
is no hint of anything comnatiiedl about this birth. —S+alt 
call his name John: Equivalent to the Hebrew name “ Jo- 
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hanan” and other forms, all meaning “ The Lord graciously 
gave.” The name is now more widely given in Christendom 
than any other except Mary. It appears in scores of forms 
as a family name. 

Verse 14—Thow shalt have joy and gladness: The angelic 
message was well adapted for Zacharias. It begins with his 
natural feeling as a father, and then leads up to the mission 
of the promised son,—Many shall rejoice ai his birth: Not 
simply at the time of his birth, though this was true (comp. 
v. 58), but because of his birth, as the next verse indicates. 

Verse 15.—For he shall be great: That spiritual and moral 
greatness is meant appears from the added phrase, in the sight 
of the Lord: This gave him moral authority, and caused 
many to rejoice at his birth.Shall drink no wine nor strong 
drink: The Greek word “sikera,” here used, means intoxi- 
cating, liquor, prepared from something other than grapes, 
The strong negative of the original implies that the child was 
to be a lifelong Nazarite (or, Nazirite), as were Samson and 
Samuel, These two also were sons granted to barren women 
in answer to prayer (Judg. 13:5; 1 Sam. 1: 12), and the 
ministry of John has points of resemblance with those of 
these Old Testament characters. The ascetic habits of the 
Baptist are frequently referred to in the Gospels (Matt, 3: 
4; 11:18; Mark 1:6; Luke 7 : 33).—Filled with the Holy 
Ghost: There is an implied contrast here to being filled wiih 
wine (comp. Eph. 5 : 18).—Hven from his mother’s womb: 
From his birth; compare also verse 41, where the unborn babe 
responds to the salutation of Mary. The clause certainly 
suggests that the Holy Spirit may work in and on infants, 

Verse 16.—Many of the children of Israel: The ministry of . 
John the Baptist had great external success.— Unio the Lord 
their God: To Jehovah, not directly to the Messiah. John’s 
ministry was preparatory, a preaching of repentance, and a 
baptism of repentance (chap. 3 : 3). 

Verse 17.—Go before his face: This is more exact than “go 
before him;” but the Greek suggests more than this,— 
namely, He (that is, John) shall precede, act as a forerunner, 
in his presence. The last phrase must be referred to “the 
Lord their God.” But “ go before” implies that John is to 
be the forerunner of the Messiah, as the next clause more 
plainly indicates... (The marginal reading is owing to the 
addition of a single letter in two ancient manuscripts.) —TA 
the spirit and power of Eljah: In Malachi (8:1; 4: 5, 6), 
the coming of Elijah before the advent of the Messiah is pre- 
dicted. With that last prophecy of the Old Testament the 
angel’s message’ is now connected, the next clause being a 
direet citation from the verse that closes the Old Testament, 
Hence Gabriel’s language is an interpretation of the prophecy, 
pointing out John the Baptist as the person who should falfi 
that prediction (comp. Matt, 17 : 12,13; Mark 9: 12, 13) — 
To turn the hearts of the fathers to the children: A revival of 
pareital affection and solicitude is a sign of moral reform, 
Family ties hold society together, and the preacher of repen- 
tance would strengthen these. Another explanation, “'To 
restore to the children the devoutness of their fathers,” is 
not satisfactory. Whatever weakens family relationships 
and family religion is a sham reform.—And the disobedient} 
The unrighteous, in contrast with “just,” or “righteous,” a’ 
it is often rendered.—To walk in the alates y the just: The 
Greek preposition means “in,” not “to” (Auth. Ver.), indi- 
eating the sphere in which those who had been disobedient 
should move. Hence the Revised Version supplies “to 
walk.” “ Wisdom” is used in the moral sense, that wisdom 
which characterizes “the just.”—To make ready for the Lord 
a people prepared for him: Literally, “a prepared people.” 
The phrase “for the Lord” is grammatically connected with 
“make ready,” but it is implied in “ prepared,” hence the 
Revised Version suppliés “fot him” in italics. A prepara- 
tion for the Messiah is evidently referred to. The mission 
of John was to make ready those of the Jewish people who 
would be prepared to receive the Messiah. His preaching 
of repentance would create a sense of spiritual need, and thus 
correct the worldly expectations dominant at that time. 

Western Theological Seminary. 


ASE 
The Lesson Story 
By Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D. 


T IS a curious illustration of the confusion that has risen 
as to the chronology of our era, by the adoption of the 
chronology invented by Dionysius “the Little,” a Scythian 
by birth, but for many years a learped abbot of a cloister in 
Rome, in the sixth century. To him we owe our “ Anno 
Domini,” and his chronology gives rise to the marginal nove in 
our New Testament, which states that the vision of Zacharia:, 
which preceded the birth of John the Baptist, took place 
“before the common account éalled Anno Domini, in the 
sixth year.” This would place the “birth of the Baptist 
about the fifth year before our era, and that of our Lord about 
six months later, which is, probably, about its right date. 
Jobn's father was a venerable priest, Zacharias, and his 
mother’s name was Elisabeth, “ Zacharias” meaning “ whom 


Jehovah remembers ;” “Elisabeth,” Gud (is) ber oath,” 
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and thus specially appropriate to the character of both as 
godly people of the old faith of Israel, “righteous before 
God” in their hearts and lives, and “walking,” as became 
devout Jews, “in all the commandments and ordinances of 
the Lord blameless.” Zacharias was a member of the eighth 
of the twenty-four courses into which the priesthood had been 
divided’ after the return from Babylon, the name of that to 
which he belonged being taken from one Abia, a priest of the 
posterity of Aaron, and founder of a sacerdotal family. His 
wife also belonged to the “daughters of Aaron,” so that, on 
both sides, their son could have boasted of the noblest descent 
known in Israel, had he cared to do so. 

The services of the temple were consigned to each priestly 
course in succession, and, as there were twenty-four courses, 
this implied only one week’s ministration each six months, 
The rest of the year would be spent by Zacharias in his own 
home, in “a city of Judah,” where many subordinate priestly 
duties, in connection with every-day life, would devolve upon 
him, It lay in the southern “ hill country” known as the 
Negeb, or “South,” this name primarily referring “to its 
dryness.” What place had thus the honor of the birth of 
John has been disputed. Many think Hebron meant, though 
it is never spokey, of elsewhere as “‘a city of Judah.” Others, 
including the great Greek communion, understand Luke’s 
words as “ the city Judah,” and take this to mean the village 
of Juttah, still known by that name, five or six miles south 
of Hebron, on.the now bare uplands. It is a large’stone vil- 
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and through the scrubby growths which alone throve on the 
east side of the slopes, where the night wind dropped no 
quickening moisture, the child would ramble as he grew 
older. He would learn at his mother’s knee the story of 
Israel in all the long past; and there would be copies in his 
home of some, at least, of the sacred books,—for he shows in 
after life that he was familiar with Isaiah throughout. The 
synagogue and its school would fill his mind with the Law in 
all its details, and the strict Judaism of his father and mother 
would make all its observances and commandments they so 
deeply honored precious in his sight. 

The priesthood of the day had not the same rank as that of 
the first temple, but it was still greatly venerated, and, as a 
priest’s son, and thus himself by birth a priest, John would 
be the object of special respect. But the thoughtful child 
early rose above the merely external. Temple rites and 
daily fulfilment of the precepts of the scribes might be well, 
but he soon felt, as the prophet he loved had done ages 
before, that, to please God, it was first of all necessary that 
the soul be humble and contrite and the life pure and loving. 
The priesthood of the day was, moreover, as a whole, very 
unworthy, the higher orders setting the worst examples of 
worldliness, and even of vice. The people and priesthood alike 
had, indeed, come to think that religion was the due per- 
formance of specified rites, and quite overlooked the need of 
its resting on healthy moral practice. 

Perhaps John, like Luther, had seen the hypocrisy of 
some priests when with his fatWer at the tem- 
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ple; but, in any case, as he grew older, he 
refrained from entering on his priestly office, 
and gave himself more and more to the prob- 
lem of how to rouse his people to a nobler 
conception of sacred things, being convinced 
that the ofily fitting preparation for the Mes- 
siah whom all expected was repentance and 
the beginning of a higher life, till in the end, 
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as we know, retirement to the wilderness at 
hand seémed to him to be his supreme call, 
that he might there pray for his race and for 

* himself, and make ready for the coming of the 
expected One. 


Bournemouth, England. 
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HE difference between the style of the 
preface (v. 1-4), and the subsequent 
chapters relating to the Nativity, suggests 
that these are drawn from some Hebrew 
source. They are saturated with Old Testa- 
ment phraseology and constructions, and are 
evidently translated by Luke. It is impos- 
sible to say whence they came, but no one is 
more likely to have been their original nar- 
rator than Mary herself. Elisabeth or Zach- 
arias must have communicated the facts in 

















this chapter, for there is no indication that 
those contained in this lesson, at all events, 
were known to any but these two, 

If we were considering a fictitious story, 
we should note the artistic skill which pre- 
pared for the appearance of the hero by the 
introduction first of his satellite; but the 
order of the narrative is due, not to artistic 
skill, but to the divinely ordered sequence of 




















lage, standing high on a ridge, some of the villagers, however, 
clinging to the old use of tents. In the absence of springs, 
the rain water is collected in undetground cisterns. Though 
the ground, as is so common in Palestine, is very stony, the 
number of rock-cut wine-presses all around show that the 
vine must anciently have been diligently cultivated. 

Nor is the apparent poverty of the soil any difficulty, for it 
is limestone, and both vines and fruit-trees flourish on the 
soil this yields when triturated by the atmosphere. Indeed, 
at Baalbek I walked over a wide space beside the quarries 
where the ground was exactly like a shingly beach, and yet 
the stubs of vines were to be seen all over it; and these grew 
vigorously, I was assured, in their season, and yielded abun- 


dantly. At Nazareth, also, I saw fruit-trees growing strongly. 


in soil very like a mason’s yard, for there. seemed nothing 
but masses of chips of stone. The population of Juttah, 
showever, being now Muahammadan, the vine finds no favor, 
for wine is forbidden by Muhammad. Pasturage has long 
taken its place, the wide downs on every side offering grazing 
for flocks and herds, though, to Western notions, very poor. 
Here, we may suppose, the Baptist saw the light. Over 
the rugged and stony swells of hard crystalline limestone 
around, and in the deep, narrow, and stony valleys between 
them, with their clamps of olives and their vineyards, amidst 
the vineyards, also, then duiting tie little town on all sides, 


events. It was fitting that John’s office as 
forerunner should begin even before his birth. So the story 
of his entrance into the world prepares for that of the birth 
which hallows all births. 

1. We have first a beautiful outline picture of the quiet 
home in the hill country.. The husband and wife were 
both of priestly descent, and in their modest lives, away 
among the hills, were lovely types of Old Testament godlingss. 
That they are pronounced “blameless,” militates against no 
doctrine of universal sinfulness. It is not to be taken as 
dogma at all, but as the expression of God’s merciful estimate 
of his servants’ characters. These two simple saints lived, as 
all married believers should do, yoked together in the sweet 
exercise of godliness, and helping each other to all high and 
noble things. Hideous corruption of wedlock reigned round 
them. Such profanations of it as were shown later by 
Herod and Herodias, Agrippa and Bernice, were but too 
common; but in that quiet nook these jwo dwelt “ as heirs 
together of the grace of life,” and their prayers were not 
hindered. 

The most of the priests who appear in the Gospels are 
heaftless formalists, if not worse; but not only Annas and 
Caiaphas and their spiritual kindred ministered at the altar, 
but there were some in whose hearts the ancient fire burned. 
In times of religious declension, the few who still are true 
are mostly in obscure corvers, and live quiet lives, like springs 






of fresh water rising in the midst of a salt ocean. John thus 
sprang from parents in whom the old system had done all 
that it could do. In his origin, as in himself, he represented 
the consummate flower of Judaism, and diseharged its high- 
est office in pointing to the coming One. 

This “ blameless” pair had a crook in their lot. Child- 
lessness was then an especial sorrow, and many a prayer had 
gone up from both that their solitary home might be glad- 
dened by children’s patter and prattle. But their disap- 
pointed hope had not gnade them sour, nor turned their 
hearts from God. If they prayed about it, they would not 
murmur at it, and they were not thereby hindered from 
“ walking in all God’s commandments and ordinances blame- 
less.” Let us learn that unfulfilled wishes are not to clog our 
devotion, nor to silence our prayers, nor to slacken our running 
the race set before us. 

2. We are carried away from the home among the hills to * 
the crowded temple courts. The devout priest has come up 
to the city, leaving his aged wife in solitude, for his turn of 
service has arrived. Details of the arrangements of the 
sacerdotal “courses” will be found elsewhere. We need 
only note that the office of burning incense was regarded as 
an honor, was determined by lot, and took place at the morn- 
ing and evening sacrifice. So Zacharias, with his censer in 
his hand, went to the altar which stood in front of the veil, 
flanked on the right hand by the table of shewbread, and on 
the left by the great lamp-stand. The place, his occupatien, 
the murmur of many praying voices without, would all tend 
to raise his thoughts to God; and the curling incense, as it 
ascended, would truly symbolize the going up of his heart in 
aspiration, desire, and trust. Such aman could not do his 
work heartlessly or formally. 

Mark the manner of the angel’s appearance. He was not 
seen as in the act of coming, but was suddenly made visible 
standing by the altar, as if he had been stationed there be- 
fore; and what had happened was not that he came, but that 
Zacharias’s eyes were opened. So, when Elisha’s servant 
was terrified at the sight of the besiegers, the prophet prayed 
that his eyes might be opened; and, when they were, he saw 
what had been there before, “the mountain full of horses 
and chariots of fire.’ Not the temple courts only, but all 
the universe is full of divine messengers, and we should see 
them if our vision was purged. But such considerations are 
not to weaken the supernatural element in the appearance of 
this angel with his message. He was sent, whatever that 
may mean in regard to beings whose relation to place must 
be different from ours. He had an utterance of God’s will to 
impart. 

It has often been objected to these chapters that they are 
full of angelic appearances, which modern thought deems sus- 
picious. But surely if the birth of Jesus was what we hold 
it to have been, the coming into human life of the Incarnate 
Son of God, it is not legend that angel wings gleam in their 
whiteness all through the story, and angel voices adore the 
Lord of men as well as angels, and angel eyes gaze on his 
cradle, and learn new lessons there. 

3. We have next the angel’s message. The devoutest 
heart is conscious of shrinking dread when brought face to 
face with celestial brightness that has overflowed into our 
darkness. So “Fear not” is the first word on the messen- 
ger’s lips, and one can fancy the accent of sweetness and the 
calm of heart which followed. It has often been thought 
that Zacharias had been praying for éffspring while he was 
burning incense; but the narrative does not say so, and, be- 
sides the'fact that he had ceased to hope for children (as is 
shown by his incredulity), surely it casts a slur on his reli- 
gious character to suppose that personal wishes were uppermost 
at so sacreda moment. Prayers that he had long ago put aside 
as finally refused, now started to life again. God delays often, 
but he does not forget. Blessings may come to-day as the 
result of old prayers, which have almost passed from our 
memory and our hope. 

Observe how brief is the announcement of the child’s birth, 
important as that was to the father’s heart, and how the 
prophecy lingers on the child’s future work, which is impor- 
tant for the world. His name, character, and work in gen- 
eral, are first spoken, and then his specific office as the 
forerunner is delineated at the close. The name is signifi- 
cant. “John” means “The Lord isgracious.” It was anomen, 
a @ondensed prophecy, the fulfilment of which stretched 
beyond its bearer to him as whose precursor alone was John a 
token of God’s grace. 

His character (v. 15) puts first “great in the sight of the 
Lord.” Then there are some whom God recognizes as great, 
small as we all are before him. And his €ccuate of great- 
ness is not the world’s estimate. How Herod or Pilate or 
Cesar, or philosophers at Athens, or rabbis in Jerusalem, 
would have scoffed, if they had been pointed to the gaunt 
ascetic pouring out words, which they would have thought 
wild, toacrowd of Jews, and been told that that was the greatest 
man in the world (except One)! The elements of greatness 
in the estimate of God, which is truth, are devotion to his 
service, burning convictions, intense moral earnestness, superi- 
ority to sensuous delights, clear recognition of Jesus, and 
bumble self-abnegation before him. These are not the ele- 
























































































































































































































ments recognized inthe world’s Pantheon, Let us take God’s 
standard. 

John was to be a Nazarite, living not for the senses, but 
the soul, as all God’s great ones have to be. The form may 
vary, but the substance of the vow of abstinence remains for 
all Christians. To put the heel on the animal within, and 
keep it well chained up, is indispensable, if we are ever to 
know the buoyant inspiration which comes from a sacreder 
source than the fumes of the wine-cup. Like John, we must 
flee the one if we would have the other, and be * filled with 
the Holy Ghost.” 

The consequence of his character is seen in his work, as 
described generally in verse 16. Only such a man can effect 
such a change, in a time of religious decay, as to turn many 
to God. It needs a strong arm to check the downward move- 
ment and to reverse it. No one who is himself entangled in 

" sense, and but partially filled with God’s spirit, will wield 
great influence for good. It takes a Hercules to stop the 
chariot racing down hill, and God’s Herculeses are all made 
on one pattern, thus far, that they seorn delights, and empty 
themselves of self and sense that they may be filled with the 
spirit. 

John’s specific office is described in verse 17, with allusion 
to the closing prophecy of Malachi. That prophecy had 
kindled an expectation that Elijah, in person, would precede 
Messias. John was like a reincarnation of the stern prophet. 
He came in a similar epoch. His characteristic, like Elijah’s, 
was “ power,” not gentleness. If the earlier prophet had to 
beard Ahab and Jezebel, the second Elijah had Herod and 
Herodias. Both haunted the desert, both pealed out thunders 
of rebuke. Both shook the nation, and stirred conscience. 
No two figures in Scripture are truer brethren in spirit than 
Elijah the Tishbite and John the Baptist, 

His great work is to go before the Messiah, and to prepare 
Israel for its king. Observe that the name of the coming 
one is not mentioned in verse 17. “Him” isenough. Zach- 
arias knew who “he” was. But observe, too, that the same 
mysterjous person is distinctly called “The Lord,” which in 
this connection, and having regard to the original prophecy 
in Malachi, can only be the divine name. So, in some fash- 
fon not yet made plain, Messiah’s advent was to be the Lord’s 
coming to his people, and John was the forerunner, in some 
sense, of Jehovah himself, 

But the way in which Israel was to be prepared is further 
specified in the middle clauses of the verse, which are also 
based on Malachi’s words. The interpretation of “to turn 
the hearts of the fathers to the children” Is very doubtfal; 
but the best explanation seems to be that the phrase means 
to bring back to the descendants of the ancient fathers of the 
nation the ancestral faith and obedience. They are to be 
truly Abraham’s seed, because they do the works and cherish 
the faith of Abraham. The words imply the same truth 
which John afterwards launched as a keen-edged dart, 
“Think not to say, We have Abraham to our father.” De- 
scent after the flesh should lead to kindred in spirit. If it 
does not, it is naught. 

To turn “the disobedient to the wisdom of the just” is 
practically the same change, only regarded from another point 
of view. John was sent to effect repentance, that change of 
mind and heart by which the disobedient to the commands 
of God should be brought to possess and exercise the moral 
and religious discernment which dwells only in the spirits of 
the righteous. Disobedience is folly. True wisdom cannot 
be divorced from rectitude. Real rectitude cannot Jive apart 
from obedience to God. 

Such was God’s intention in sending John. How sadly 
the real effects of his mission contrast with its design! So 
completely can men thwart God, as Jesus said in reference to 
John’s mission, “The Pharisees and lawyers frustrated the 
counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of 
him.” Let us take heed lest we bring to nothing, so far as 
we are concerned, his gracious purpose of redemption in 
Christ ! 


Fallowfield, Manchester, England. 
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Teaching Points 


By Bishop H. W. Warren, LL.D. ° 


Foreword 


IGHTEEN hundred and sixty-five years ago the accepted 
Scriptures of God received a great intensification of 
meaning, great application to life, and great addition to their 
substance. They had been used mostly for men to try their 
Wits upon, to count the letters, to allegorize, to practice the 
Gritical faculties in regard to. The total result was profitiess 
logomachiy. 

Then Christ came, who found those sAme Scriptures in- 
eredibly rich for revealing God, and for giving breadth and 
mastery to life. Here was a perfect arsenal of effective 
Weapons, very Ithuriel’s spears, for all foes. Here was plen- 
tiful exaltation of human nawre into being sons of God, and 
partakers of the divine nature. la fulfilment of these elder 
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Scriptures, a way was opened through all fogs and doubts and 
fears, darkness and despair, up to the divine fatherhood in 
the heavens, and through our common skies the Holy Spirit 
lightened down abidingly to men. 

Of course, the newer Scriptures have vastly greater enlarge- 
ments and aptitudes. 

The Scriptures are as capable of revealing new intensities 
of meaning and enlargements of life in A. D. 1896, as in A. D. 
81. Whatever we may learn from criticism, synthetic or 
analytic, historical or rhetorical, we shall not miss the widen- 
ing visions of spiritual truth, nor its vivifying applications to 
our lives. 

God always has forerunners. His revelation is too great 
to be received without preparation. Let the heart be pre- 
pared to make him room. It may be earthquake and fire as 
to Elijah. But the still small voice comes after. It may be 
a John, stirring all Jerusalem into expectation. It may be 
a Sunday-school teacher or fellow-pupil, a faithful pastor, or 
sickness and trial, but God is close behind for personal reveal- 
ment and help. 

We have had a thousand forerunners in history, in provi- 
dence, in literature, in nature, in experience of fellow-men. 
But no preparation is too great for the coming King. There 
can be no expectations raised he cannot satisfy. 

University Park, Colo. 
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Illustrative Applications 
By H. Clay Trumbull 


EROD, .. . Zucharias, ... Abijah,... Aaron, ... Elisa- 
beth (v. 5). Human history is marked in its progress 
by human lives. If we go back to old times, we note the 
dates as the day of such a man. Particular men and women 
of modern days are centers of historic interest. So it has 
been, so it will be. We put our impress on our times, and 
our times put their impress on us. 
times, and the times help to shape us. ‘ None of us liveth to 
himself,and none dieth to himself.” We have a work to do 
at the present time that affects others for now and hereafter. 
It may be for evil, like Herod; it may be for good, like 
Zacharias or Elisabeth, It must be for good or ill. 

They were both righteous before God, walking in ali the com- 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless (v. 6). If we 
are true to God in our day and sphere, we shall be honored 
and loved of God. God holds his dear ones in lasting remem- 


We help, to shape the 


brance. Even if they are forgotten on earth, they are not 
forgotten in heaven. And the record of them is as true as it 
issure. When the time comes for their best service of God, 


God will make use of them. Every godly, faithful man, and 
every faithful, godly woman, has a place in the heart and in 
the plans of God, and this shall be shown in due time. 

It came to pass, while he executed the priest's office before God in 
the order of his cowrse (v. 8). If we want to be specially hon- 
ored of God, or to get peculiarly near to God, the best thing 
for us to do is to stick to our special duty, and to be found at 
the post where we belong. If God wants to send us a rich 
blessing, he is likely to send it to the place where we ought 
to be. If we are not there just then, we may fail to receive 
it. It is always safe to be where we belong; it is never safe 
to be elsewhere, 

There appeared unto him an angel. ... Zicharias was troubled 
(vs. 11,12). Zacharias was a real good man; but he was a 
man; and he was a good deal like other men. Zacharias 
doesn’t seem to have been so much troubled by Herod's rule 
as he was by an angel’s visit. God’s messenger was more of 
a trouble to him than the devil’sagent. That is too often the 
wayamong men. To besure, Zacharias didn’t at the moment 
recognize the angel as God’s messenger ; or he wasn’t quite 
sure of the reason of the angel’s visit. There again he was 
like the rest of us. We don’t recognize God’s messengers 
when they come to us, And we lack the restful trust in God 
which would make us welcome any messenger, with any mes- 
sage, which God would send. 

He shail be great in the sight of the Lord, and he shall drink 
no wine nor strong drink (v.15). Why are these two things 
connected just here? Is it to show that a man can be great 
in God’s sight, even though he does not drink wine? Or is 
it to show that greatness in God’s sight is perfectly consistent 
with teetotalism? Evidently there is no intimation that 
even moderate drinking—“ temperance” as some call it in 
contrast with “ abstinence ”—is sure to accompany greatness 
and goodness in God’s sight. John the Baptist had liberty 
in the gratification of his appetite,—liberty to let intoxicating 
drink wholly alone, and he exercised that liberty all his life 
long. There’s no harm in following his example so far. 

To turn the hearts of the fathers to the children (v.17). It is 
a sign of the approach, or of the progress, of Christ's king- 
dom, when the hearts of the fathers are turned to the chil- 
dren. When the parents lack childlikeness, and sympathy 
with children, the devil's cause, and not Clirist’s, is promi- 
nent. The devil is always suggesting that the minister had 
be.ter give bis sirength to the old folks, and let the ch.ldreu 
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be cared for by somebody else; that children’s sermons and 
children’s services are beneath the dignity of the pulpit; and 
that the family is all-sufficient for the impressing and train- 
ing of the children. This doctrine was rebuked by our 
Saviour when he reminded the scribes and Pharisees that 
children’s praise was sweetest to hié Father, and when he 
taught his disciples that children were entitled to the first 
place, and not the lowest, in his service, both as their charge 
and theirexample. There is quite as truly need that John 
the Baptist’s work of turning the hearts of the fathers to the 
children be done over again nowadays, as that his preaching 
of repentance unto good works be repeated. 
Philadelphia. 


ASA 
Teaching Hints 
By A. F. Schauffler, D. D. 


\ E READ s0 often in the New Testament of the oppo- 
sition and selfishness of the priests, that it is very 
pleasant to meet at the opening of the history of our Lord 
with a godly priest. If all of them had bepn like Zacharias, 
how different would the history of Israel have been from that 
day tothis! There is one more passage in the New Testa- 
ment which speaks favorably of the priests, and that is to be 
found in Acts 6: 7, where we read that ‘‘a great company of 
the priests were obedient to the faith,” 

Our lesson deals with the annunciation of the birth of 
John the Baptist. Long years after this, the Master himself 
bore remarkable testimony to John, saying that he was the 
greatest of all who had been born up to that date. In view 
of this, we turn with the more intgrest to the words the angel 
spoke to Zacharias, describing what manner of child this was 
to be. The angel says that he is to be great in the sight of 
the Lord, It will not be amiss to look carefully to see what 
it was that was to make him thus great in the sight of him 
who sees things in their true light. The first thing is that 
this child was to be filled with the Holy Ghost from his 
birth. He was thus always to be under the guidance of the 
divine Spirit. 

Now ask the scholars whether any man can be great who 
is not under the lead of this Spirit, They will probably say 
“Yes,” and it may well be that they will call the names of 
some whom this world has called great. Alexander the 
Great, Cesar, Napoleon, may be some of the names that they 
will give, Let the teacher then show that these men were 
not really great, for their reputation was mostly gained by 
mere fighting. And if (as in the case of Alfred the Great) it 
came from moral qualities, this is a proof that only that 
which is morally correct can be called great. No; the true 
title to greatness is the possession of such qualities as we 
can gain only through the indwelling of the Spirit of God, 

Look further at what the angel gave as the characteristics 
of this child whose birth he predicted. He said that he was 
destined to turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord 
their God. This was a spiritual work. Yet, since the high- 
est part of man’s nature is that which is spiritual, this kind 
of work is the highest that any man can engagein. The 
great trouble with Israel had always been that they were too 
ready to turn away from the Lord their God. Had they not 
done this, they never would have been led into captivity, and 
never would have been in the condition, politically, that they 
were in at this time. To turn them back, therefore, to the 
truth, was to do the best for them, not only spiritually, but 
temporally as well. That the bulk of the people refused to 
turn, was not the fault of John, but it was the terrible mis- 
fortune of the people. The day is yet coming when all 
Israel shall once more turn to the God of their fathers, And 
then the world will see what a power they will become tem- 
porally. 

Now lead the ciass to see how John actually fulfilled this 
prophecy. When he began to preach, the whole city, so to 
speak, turned out to hear him, and that not in Jerusalem, 
but in the Jordan valley. This required them to go a long 
day’s march from the city. The record of this great national 
revival is given in Luke 3: 1-28. Indeed, some of the dis- 
ciples whom Jesus gained were from those who had been 
stimulated first by the preaching of John the Baptist (see 
John 1 ; 35-38). 

Now there are not many of our scholars, especially among 
the boys, who have not had some dreams about future great- 
ness that awaits them. All long to bé great in one way or 
another. It would make a very singular record if all the 
a-p rations of any given Sunday-school were put down, black 
on white. This scholar would be found to be longing to be 
great as a politician ; that one, as a business man; the other,® 
as ascholar; while some boy who has lately read tie life of 
Grant or of Napoleon would be found to be cherishing 
ambitions to be a great general. The girls, too, would be 
found to have ambitions of their own. Let the teacher take 
some pains to draw thee ambitions out, and it will both help 
him to make a proper application of the lesson and to under- 
stand his scholars berter, 


Tuis being done, the teacher may go on to show tha: in 
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the sight of God these callings do not make a man great 
unless they are accompanied by something spiritual. If you 
want a list of heroes such as God calls great, go to the 
eleventh chapter of Hebrews, and you will find one given us 
as a sample of the way in which God measures men. Among 
them is Moses. But about the time in which he lived there 
was a man whom the world called great; namely, Rameses 
the Great. No mention is made of him, however, on God’s 
honor-roll. And why? Because Rameses the Great worked 
only for things that were temporal, while Moses worked for 
that which is spiritual. This shows that, to be great, a man 
must have spiritual qualifications, or else God will not call 
him great. ‘ Who are the truly great men of our century? 
Rightly estimated, they are not Napoleon, or the Roths- 
childs, or the Wellingtons, or the Nelsons, These are the 
men who work with powder and ball, or with gold. The 
really great men are those who worked with human nature, 
and strove to elevate it,—the Howards, the Moffats, the Liv- 
ingstones, the Hanningtons, the Careys, and men of that 
stripe. They have done something like that which John 
accomplished, in lifting mankind towards God. 

But greatness of this kind is open to all, There is not a 
scholar in this school but may be great in God’s sight, if only 
he will cultivate those characteristics that John the Baptist 
had. The Holy Spirit is ready to dwell in the heart of each 
one, to empower him to do great things for God and man. 
If we are little, we are so only because’we do not want to be 
great. Samuel was great before he grew to be a man simply 
because he had this spiritual power; and so may boys to-day 
be great, if they do what comes within the line of their duty, 
with the love of God and of their fellow-men uppermost in 
their hearts. 

Ask your scholars now, “ Are you great in God’s sight?” 
If not, why not? 


New York City. 
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Hints for the Intermediate Teacher 
By Faith Latimer 


ITH the New Year we begin again our New Testa- 
ment lessons, studying the life of Christ. In what 
book of the Bible is our lesson? It is named for Luke, the 
writer of the Gospel. Look at the opening verses of the first 
chapter, and you will find to whom he wrote. The book 
was dedicated to Theophilus, whose name means friend or 
lover of God, You have often seen a book dedicated or 
presented to a father or mother or some dear friend, but you 
know that the book is not for that person only, but to be read 
by all who will. This Gospel by Luke, written in Greek, was 
for all to read and learn how Jesus lived, what he did and 
said, how he died and rose again. Luke was a Greek, a wise 
‘scholar, a sincere, true man, and Paul, his friend, called 
him “the beloved physician ;” for he was a devoted friend 
and companion of Paul, often with him in his travels, and 
near him when he was in prison. 

In the Days of Herod the King.—Luke begins his Gospel 
story by giving the name of the king in whose reign Jesus 
was to come, and also tells of the one whom the prophets had 
said should come before Jesus, and be a herald or forerunner 
to tel] that the promised Christ was coming soon. Luke tells 
of the birth of that forerunner, of whom we have studied 
before, named John the Baptist. Herod was not a native 
Jew but professed to be a believer in the Jewish religion and 
worship He rebuilt the temple at Jerusalem in great splen- 
dor so that it was called Herod’s temple. That did not make 
him glad when he heard that Jesus was born. What did he 
say to the wise men who came to find the child? What did 
Herod order to be done to all the little children in Beth- 
lehem? 

The Father and Mother of John.—Zacharias was a priest 
who served in the temple, and his wife was named Elisabeth, 
They were truly good people, not only in the sight of friends 
and neighbors, but they did right before God, keeping all his 
commandments. We never find any empty compliments in 
the Bible, nor any unfair praise, but the Holy Spirit showed 
Luke the very word to use about these righteous people,— 
they were “ blameless.” Could such a word be written against 
any of our names? And yet they were not quite happy in 
their pious home,—they were childless. What woman, long 
before that time, stood weeping, and her lips moved in 
prayer, at the door of the tabernacle? Why? Was her 
prayer answered ? ? 

At the Altar of Incense.—It was Zacharias’s turn, as priest, 
to go into the holy place in the temple, and, standing by the 
golden altar, to put the incense upon the fire. (A picture of 
altars and priests will greatly help to make this real, and not 
merely figurative.) The priest took off his sandals before 
eutering the holy place, and stood in white robes before the 
altar, holding his censer in hishand. Then, as the priest out- 
side offered the jamb on the brazen altar of sacrifice, the priest 
within the holy place offered sacred incense, praying while 


the fragrant smoke rose up from the altar, filling all the tem- 
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ple when the prayers from the people in the temple courts 
went up to God. 

An Angel.—Suddenly, on the right side of the golden altar, 
Zacharias saw an angel standing by him; he was surprised, 
afraid, but the angel spoke the words so often given for help 
aod comfort, “Fear not.” Then he said, “Thy prayer is 
heard.” What was the prayer in the old priest’s heart as he 
had stood in silence in the perfumed air of the holy place? 
Surely he had not prayed for himself alone, but for the com- 
ing of the Messiah’s kingdom on earth. Was it the prayer 
daily offered in the temple service at the appointed hours for 
worship? Even more, the home of the blameless pair had 
been a home of prayer. Those who keep all God’s command- 
ments are those whor constantly ask for grace to make them 
righteous. Not one petition they had truly offered had been 
forgotten, though it seemed to them unanswered until the 
priest heard the wonderful words, “Thy prayer is heard.” 
The angel answer took in all their prayers; a son was to be 
given them, and that son, asked of God, was to be the one to 
turn many hearts to the Lord their God. 

Joy and Gladness.—The angel, God’s messenger, knew that 
the answer to lives of prayer would bring joy and gladness to 
the home of the old priest and his wife, and far more; for he 
said, “ Many shall rejoice at his birth.” The prayers of 
priests, prophets, and kings, of fathers and mothers for cen- 
turies, were to be answered in that promised son who was to 
prepare the way for the coming of Christ himeelf. 

Zacharias’s Song.—The son was given. They called his 
name John, as the angel had eaid. Zacharias sang an in- 
spired song of praise, for the Holy Spirit showed him that 
the Lord had kept his covenant with his people, that this 
child should be great in the sight of the Lord, and lead the 
people to lives of repentance and righteousness. He was to 
give the knowledge of salvation, to tell of the tender mercy 
of God, to give light to souls in darkness, and guide them in 
the way of peace. What was said of the child Samuel as he 
grew? What was written of the child Jesus? So Luke 
wroie of John the Baptist, “the child grew, and waxed strong 
in spirit.” Because we know of Jesus and his love, of the 
Holy Spirit which is given for the asking, we know that every 
praying child may grow strong in spirit; for grace will fill 

the heart, and guide all the life. If you have not done so 
before, could there be a beiter time to begin a new life than 
with the first Sabbath of the new year? 


Louisville, Ky. 
ASA 


Hints for the Primary Teacher 
By Julia E. Peck 


T MAY be well in these days, when so much stress is laid 
upon the correlation of studies, to test the value of this 
method in our Sunday-school primary work. 

Let us search titles and texts for a thought with which to 
correlate the thirteen lessons of this first quarter. Here it is 
in Lesson 10: “ True love to one’s neighbor,” with its appro- 
priate golden text. 

Not that we mean to use the words of this title and text as 
they stand, and “correlate” until our children grow weary 
of us and of their lessons, but we will keep it as an under- 
lying thought that every lesson must hold a practical sugges- 
tion which will lead the children into practical ways of 
working, during the week, to help and comfort those about 
them. —~ 

Lesson Points 


After a review of the Christmas lesson, fasten a picture of 
the temple on the map, over the mark that indicates Jeru- 
salem. 

It is the Sabbath when our story begins. This is the 
church (temple). People are gathering here to pray. 

Zacharias the minister (priest) is not with his people at 
this hour, but is in another part of the church waiting and 
listening for the stroke of a great bell, which will tell him 
that it is time for a most solemn part of the service, 

This picture (Zacharias burning incense) wiil help you to 
see what the service was like; for their way of worship was 
quite different from ours. 

At this point, a long explanation of the burning of incense, 
etc., will confuse the children, and turn their thoughts from 
the main purpose of the lesson. . 

Burning incense really helped those people in their prayers 
and praise-songs; we do not know how, but God always un- 
derstands all that his people try to say to him, even if mis- 
takes are made in saying it. 

While Zacharias was here — alone,in the silence with 
God, — “there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord 
standing on the right side of the altar of incense. And when 
Zacharias saw him, he was troubled.” 

The home of Zacharias at that time was lonely and sad, for 
he had no children, Zacharias prayed often, in his lonely 
home, that God would send him a son. To-day an angel 
brings an answer to his prayer. Zacharias was so frightened 
that the angel had to comfort him with kind words, saying 


that the baby bey John would live to turn many people to 
the Lord their God. 

After speaking of Joho’s mirsion— 

We miake a mistake when we think that our Lord has 
come and gone; he is here always. We make a mistake too 
in thinking that John was his only messenger, that there is 
no more need of messengers to prepare the way. 

The king is here now, more messengers are sorely needed 
to-day. John could not live long enough, or travel far 
enough, to reach every one in the world. God asks us to go 
on with the work of telling people that the Lord Christ is 
here. We,are hot old enough yet to go far from home, but 
there are other ways of working. 

Here is one: Let us save most carefully all of our Sunday- 
school pictures and story papers, and all of our brightest and 
prettiest lesson cards, and, tying them in packages with bright 
new ribbons, send them in a mission box to poor little chil- 
dren who never heard of Christ, who never owned a story 
paper or picture card in their lives. 

The children will be the more interested if they see pic- 
tures of mission schools; also, if they are asked to earn money 
to pay express charges on their mission box. 

Other ways of working may be suggested, but let the chil- 
dren know exactly where their treasures go, why they are 
sent, ard try, if possible, to get a reply and an acknowledg- 
ment sent directly to the little givers, who, seeing thus the 
end from the beginning, may watch for other opportunities 
to do good. 

Northampton, Mass. 


YY 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By H. B. Tristram, D.D., LL.D., F.R.S. 


“ 


ELL Srricken 1x Years.”—Literally, “advanced 

in their days.” This was applied by the Hebrews 
to all persons who had reached the age of sixty. Levites, 
when old, were supefannuated, but the priests, however aged, 
continued their services till incapacitated by actual infirmity, 

* AccoRgING TO THE CUSTOM OF THE Prixst’s OFFICE, 
HIs Lor was To Burn Incense.”—There was infinite sub- 
division in the functions of the priests on duty. Lots were 
cast early every morning, to prevent disputes, and for the 
offering of incense were cast twice in the day. Before dawn 
the silver trumpet proclaimed the opening of the temple 
gates. The priests had already bathed, preparatory to their 
sacred functions, and then inspected all the temple precincts, 
and stirred the embers on the altar of burnt-offering. Then, 
in the hall of the sanhedrin, they drew lots to offer the 
sacrifice, trim the golden candlestick, prepare the altar of 
incense in the holy place, the most solemn part of the day’s 
service. Then the lot was cast the third time to designate 
the offerer of incense. Only once in a lifetime, according to 
the Talmud, was a priest allowed this high dignity. Zacha- 
rias, therefore, must have waited long for this privilege. 
Two assistants preceded him; one of whom removed the 
ashes ; the other placed the live coal in front of the altar, 
and both retired. Zacharias then, holding the golden cen- 
ser, entered alone the holy place, lit by the seven golden 
candlesticks, and stood before the golden altar of incense, 
beyond which was the veil which shrouded the Holy of 
Holies. On the north side of the altar was the table of shew- 
bread; on the south, the candlestick, Outside, but within 
the temple area, the people were kneeling in silent worship. 
Ordinarily, so soon as the priest saw the incense kindled, he 
would withdraw, hence the surprise of the worshipers at his 
tarrying so long; and, when he did reappear, instead of 
giving the blessing which should precede the chanting of the 
daily psalm, and the meat-offering and drink-offering, he 
could only beckon to them, explaining by signs that he had 
seen a vision. 


The College, Durham, England. 
OW 


By the Rev. William Ewing 


“His Wire was or Tae Davonrers or Aaron.” —The 
greatest care was always taken to preserve the priestly line 
free from taint or blemish (see Lev. 21,22), It was quite 
open to the priest to marry any daughter of the tribe of Levi, 
provided there were nothing against her; indeed, he might 
choose his partner, on like terms, from any of the tribes of 
Israel. But the youth destined to the sacred office was held 
specially to be commended who married the daughter of a 
priestly house,—and no house, of course, was so highly hon- 
ored as that of Aaron. The rabbis teil 6f one memorable 
and joyous day in old Gophna,—the modern Jifneh, not far 
from Bethel,—when some eighty sons of the priests were 
Joined in wedlock to a like number of the daughters of the 
priests. To be married to a priest was, among pious women, 
regarded as a worthy object of ambition. So the saying 
passed into a proverb, “She deserves to be the wife of a 
priest,” as descriptive of a good woman. 1: is curious to 































































































































































































note that in the Greek translation of the Old Testament 
Aaron's wife is called “ Elisabeth ” (Exod, 6 : 23), 

“SHaLt_ Drixk nerrHer WINE Nor Strone Drinx.”— 
Considering the extent and character of the calamities 
wrought to mankind by the abuse of the fruit of the vine, we 
need not wonder if some have thought this was the forbidden 
tree in Eden. The Jewish rabbis had no doubt on the sub- 
ject. This may well have had some influence in determining 
the form of the Nazarite vow. Absolute abstinence was 
required from the vine and its produce in every form. The 
Nazarite might not taste the pulp or seeds of the grape, not 
even the bark of the vine-stock. A favorite theme for dis- 
cussion among the rabbis was the dilemma in which a Naza- 
rite was placed who sought to fulfil the law and at the same 
time: to observe his vow. For was there not the “ wine of 
the commandment,” or the “wine of the tithes”? (Deut. 
12: 17,18.) Todrink was to break the vow, to abstain was 
to break the law. The puzzle was too hard for the doctors, 
and the discussion usually ended with an appeal to the 











prophet who was to come and read all riddles: “ Let Elias 
solve. it when he comes.” 
Edgbaston, Birmingham, England. 
ASA 
Blackboard Hints 
By the Rev. E. Morris Fergusson 
THE GREATNESS OF JOHN. 
CHILD Proms 
(fF ROMISE. 
YOUTH ELF-DENIAL. 
GREAT PIRITUALITY. 
MAN ESSAGES. 
ANLINESS, 
YET WE ARE GREATER THAN HE WAS. 











| WILL PREPARE 
THE WAY 
FOR 


IF | SHOW THE 
| CHARNCTER 
* at 


JESUS 
IN MY LIFE, | IN OTHERS’ LIVES. 


THOU SHALT GO. 











Rettman 
Trenton, N. I. 





AY 
Hints for Lesson-Hymns 


“ Where Jesus leads, I’ll follow.” 

“ Let us walk in the light.” 

“In some way or other, the Lord will provide.’’ 
“There are angels hovering round.” 

“ How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord.” 
* Joy to the world, the Lord is come.” 

“ Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove.” 

“Qh, turn ye; oh, turn ye.” 


AYE 
Question Hints 


By Amos R. Wells 


For the Teacher 
HE Boox anp AvutHor. —What do you know about 
Luke? (Col. 4:14.) What other book did he write ? 
(Acts 1:1.) When was this Gospel written, probably? In 
what language? For what purpose? (Lukel: 1-4.) What 
are the prominent characteristics of each of the Gospels? 

2. Tae Times.—What empire ruled tlie civilized world at 
the time of Christ’s birth? In what ways did this aid the 
growth of Christianity? What other facts made this an 
especially fit time for Christ’s coming? 

8. A Hory Famity (vs. 5-7).—What Herod was this? 
Whence came hisauthority? What are the Hebrew forms 
of Zacharias, Abia, and Elias? (v.17.) What were the courses 
of priests? What were the “commandments”? the “ordi- 
nances”? How is it possible for one to be “ blameless ” be- 
fore the law? Why did the Jews count a family so wretched 
if it had no children? 

4 Tue ANGeL (vs. 8-12).—For what purpose was the lot 
cast? Where in the temple was the incense burned ? (Exod. 
$0: 1,6.) When? What did it typify? In what part of 
the temple were the people? Why was Zacharias troubled 
at the appearing of the angel? 

5. Tue Propnesy (vs. 13-17).—For what kinds of things 
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should we pray? How can we be sure our prayers will 
be answered? How does the greatness prophesied of John 
compare with other kinds of greatness? How can we gain 
this power of the Holy Spirit? (Luke 11:13.) To what 
sacred order was John to belong? (Num. 6: 1-5.) What 
prophecy is referred to in verse17? (Mal. 3: 1;4:5,6.) How 
is the co-operation of fathers and children necessary to the 
growth of Christ’s kingdom? How was John like Elijah? 

6. Tur Propner (Luke 1: 18-80).—In what way was 
this prophecy fulfilled to Zacharias? What sign was given 
him? How did he and Elisabeth show their joy? What 
is known of John’s youth ? 


For the Superintendent 

1, What prophet went before Christ?» 2. Who was John’s 
father? hismother? 3. Who came to Zacharias as he served 
in the temple? 4. What promise did the angel make? 
5. Whom was the promised child to be like? 6. What was 
he todo? 7. What was he notto do? 8. What wonderful 
source of power was to be given him ? 

Boston, Mass. 

a 
Questions to be Answered in Writing 

}. What office did Zacharias hold? 2. What was he accus- 
tomed to do in the temple? 3. Who appeared to him inthe 
temple? 4. What promise was made to Zacharias? 5. 
What was the promised son to do? 

4%@> These questions are given also in The Scholar’s Magazine, 
They occupy a full page opposite the lesson, and blank space is 


allowed on that page forthe written answers. Send for freespecimen 
copy to John D. Wattles & Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


AS 
Lesson Summary 


HEN the King of kings was about to come to earth, it 
was eminently fitting that he should be announced 
by a suitable herald, who should prepare the way before him. 
And it was eminently fitting that this herald of the Most 
Holy One should himself be holy, and be the offspring of a 
holy parentage, such as Zacharias and Elisabeth and their 
godly ancestors. And, further, it was most fitting that his 
pre-announcement should be made by a holy angel to one 
engaged in holy service, in the holy place of the holy temple, 
at the holy city. Pre-eminent fitness was observed in all 
points of the herald’s appointment and announcement. And 
with all this agree his character, his conduct, and his joy- 
inspiring, soul-saving, God-honoring achievements, as fore- 
told to Zacharias. They whom men call “royalty” are 
punctilious in fitting ceremonial ; much more should fitness 
be observed in all that pertains to one “ great in the sight of 
the Lord.” 
—— 


Added Points 


Whether we have a godly ancestry or not, we may bestow 
that privilege on our descendants by our own godly lives. 

The place of duty is ever the place of blessing. There 
prayer is surest to find answers of comfort. 

When all the people pray, heaven’s messengers come near- 
est to do their loving deeds. 

Greatness before God goes hand in hand with abstinence 
from all that defiles, and fulness of the Holy Ghost. 

Others besides John are sent to turn men to the Lord, and 
to prepare the way before him. 

The Lord's people should be prepared for him. To make 
ready such a people is the believer’s highest calling. 


ar) 
International Primary Lessons 
(OPTIONAL) 
Oo 
List for First Quarter 
1. Our Heavenly Father. Matt. 6: 9-15; Psa. 103; Luke 11: 1-13. 


Golden 
Matt. 6*& 

2. God the Creator. 

Golden Text. 
Gen. 1:1. 


3. The Creation of Man. Gen. 1 : 26-28; ; Psa. 100: 3; Acts 
: 24-26. 


Golden Text. The Lord he is God: it is he that made us, and not we 
ourselves. Psa. 100; 3 (middle clause). 
4. The Garden of Eden. Gen. 2 :%17; Rev. 22: 
Golden Text. And the Lord God took the man, and pt him into the 
a of Eden, to dress it and to keep it. Gen. 2 
. The Family. Gen. 2: 18-4; Eph.6:1-9; eat : 18-25. 
Golden Text. Let us love one another : for love is of God. 1 John 4:7. 
6. Leve in Saas Family. Exod. 20:12; Gen, 45: 1-15; Rom. 12: 9, 
10; Eph, 5 : 25, 
Pe den. heat. “Be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another. Eph. 4 : 32. 
. Obedience to a ae 17-19; Luke 2:51,52; Prov. 
“nas: 2 Tim, 1:5; 3: 
* Voiden Text. Children. 1 your parents in the Lord: for this is right. 
Eph. 6; 1. 
8. Ged’s Voice. Cen. 3: 8-10: 12: 1-3; Exod. 3:14; 1 Sam. 3 : 1-10. 
Golden Text. 1 will hear what God the Lord will speak. Psa. 85 : 8. 
_ Got ‘s Werd. Psa. 119 : 89-105; 2 Tim. 3: 14-16; 1 Pet. 1:23-25; John 


, = Text. The word of our God shall stand for ever. 

16. Ged’s Love. John 10: 1-15; Lake 15: 11-2. 

Golden Text, Herein is love; not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us. 1 John 4:10 (first clause). 

11. Ged’s Gift. John 3: 11-18: | John 4: $21 

Golden Text. . For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begot- 


Text, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 


Gen. 1: 1-25; Psa. 19; Psa. 104; John 1 : 1-3. 
In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 


v7 


Gen. 18: 


Isa. 40 : 8. 
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ten Son, that whosoever Setloveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. John 3: 

12. Jesus dentate, 
: _ Text. 


Luke 2 78-14; 19:10; Rom. 3 : 24-26, 
Christ Jésus cAme into the world to save sinners. 1 Tim. 


view. ‘ 
. Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth. 


ARSASY 
Our Heavenly Father 


Lesson for January 5 


By Julia E. Peck 


E NEED always, in the primary class, a thought or 
theme which shall bind our lessons together as one 
connected whole. Two difficulties in the way of this are, 
first, irregularity of attendance, and, second, the impossibility 
of connecting historical events, which our children are too 
young to understand. .This latter we need not even attempt. 
Young children havé very little, if any, “historic sense.” If 
we teach a group of lessoné with no particular end in view, 
or with a different purpose for each lesson, we lose much of 
our usefulness, because our lessons are strong just in propor- 
tion to their definite aim or singleness of purpose. 

With this thought, we may choose, as our theme for the 
quarter, “Our Heavenly Father, our Creator” (Lessons 1 and 
2), with our final golden text, “ Remember now thy Creator.” 

Most of our children are learning in school little natural- 
history lessons, and those which are grouped under the head- 
ing “Family Life” may serve as a “point of contact” in 
beginning our lesson to-day. Developing the thought of the 
protecting care and love which dumb creatures’feel for their 
young, the children will be delighted to tell how the stickle- 
back drives away all the fishes which try to devour his 
babies, or how the hen gathers the little chicks under her 
wings, or how the eagle defends its young with its life, etc. 

The next step, which by this time they have taken in 
school, under the heading “ Family Life in the Home,” the 
children may tell how the human father works hard every 
day to feed his children, whom he loves and shelters, and 
comforts when they are frightened or hurt. 

The children will recall a time when something frightened 
them in the night, and how safe and happy they felt hearing 
their father’s voice, or feeling the touch of his hand. 

Some One taught these dumb creatures, of whom you have 
told me, to care for their young. Some One gives the fathers 
of little children strength and wisdom to care for them every 
hour in the day, 

The next step: The All-Father, whose children are all 
over the world, but never out of his sight or watchful care, 
our heavenly Father, who loves them all better, far better, 
than our earthly fathers love us. 

We may speak with our Father at any time, and tell him 
what troubles us. He has taught us what to say. The 
prayer begins, “Our Father, which art in heaven.” Let us 
get ready to speak new to him. 


Preparation for Prayer 
‘To say my prayer is not to pray, 
Unless I mean the words I say, 
Unless I think to whom I speak, 
And with my heart His favor seek. 
Then let me, when I try to pray, 
Not only mean the words I say, 
But let me try, with watchful care, 
To have my heart go with my prayer.” 


After repeating the Lord’s Prayer, let the teacher explain, 
as far as possible, what “ hallowed” means. 

God’s children are scattered all over this great world. If 
we could climb to the top of this steeple, we could see miles 
of country; but that would be only the least bit, and quite 
near home. The children will enjoy explaining to each 
other the size of the world. There is no place in it which is 
beyond God’slove and care. Bring out the thought in Psalm 
103 : 11-13. 

We hear of little dark-skinned children, away over in the 
hot country, and of the “ children of the cold” in a land of 
snow and ice. Who is their Father? 

By the way, mady of these little brothers and sisters of 
ours have not yet learned that they may speak to their Father 
at anytime. They have not heard of the Lord’s Prayer. 
What are we going to do about it? 

It is well, in teaching of God’s love and care for each one 
of us, to leave our children with the thought of sharing this 
love with other children whom they may never see, because 
too much emphasis on God’s personal care of a child, to the 
exclusion of the thought of universal Jove, leads to selfishness. 

Next Sunday we are going to talk of a time before this 
world was made. We will get ready to hear about this by 
bringing into the class next Sunday, each one of us, some- 
thing which God has made. 

The teacher may explain here that man often changes the 
form of things God has made; but we are to bring something 
that has not been changed. For instance, a stone or a leaf or 
a flower, or anything light and small enough to be easily 
carried. 

Nurthampton, Mass. 




















Advance Step in the Sunday-School 
Work of the South 


F THERE is one field of labor more than another 
which the International Executive Committee have 
felt to be neglected, it is that among the colored people 
of the South. The only hindrance to beginning this 
work was the financial one, and at the meeting of the 
Committee at Chautauqua last August it was decided to 
employ a colored man as a field worker among his own 
race in the South. A committee was appointed toselect 
a suitable man, and put him at work as soon as possible. 
This committee, in connection with a number of officers 
of the state associations of the South, held a conference 
in Atlanta, December 4-6, and considered a number of 
applications for the position. After mature deliberation, 
they decided to employ the Rev. L. B. Maxwell of Savan- 
nah. Mr. Maxwell was born in Georgia, partly educated 
in the North, but graduated at the colored college in 
Atlanta. For eight years he has been the pastor of a large 
church in Savannah, and only leaves his present work 
because of the larger field for usefulness which this work 
affords, His duty will be to organize state; county, and 
district Sunday-school associations among the colored 
people of the South, for the purpose of developing, in- 
creasing, and improving Sunday-school work, after the 
manner in which such work is done in well-organized 
states, such as Illinois, Missouri, Ohio, Kentucky, Michi- 
gan, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New York, Mr. 
Maxwell’s work will be under the guidance of a special 
committee, of which Mr. John R. Pepper of Memphis 
is chairman. 

It is stated that this is the first time that the whites of 
the North and South have united in an effort for the 
bettering of the colored race in Sunday-school work. If 
the work proves successful, other workers may be put in 
the field by the International Executive Committee. 

The Conference at Atlanta also considered the work 
among the whites of the South, and took steps to further 
it in several ways. Professor Hamill of Illinois will 
spend the winter mouths holding district conventions 
in the states of Tennessee, Mississippi, Alabama and 
Georgia. 














Books for Daily Reading.* 


EAR books, or books containing selections for each 

day of the year, are always in demand, and this 

season seems to have produced them in unusual variety. 

Every one, from the musician to the missionary, should 
be able to find his own peculiar needs provided for, 

The Musician’s Year Book, compiled by Margaret 
Reintzel, is an attractive one for those who would read, 
day by day, what the world’s musicians have said or 
written, or what masters in other lines have written 
about music. The selections are brief and excellent, 
and the value of the book is increased by its record of 
the births and deaths of composers and players. 


* The Musician’s Year Book. Compiled by Mafgarfet Reintzel. 
16mo, pp. 195. New York: E. P. Dutton & Co. 76 cents. 

The Whittier Year Rook: Passages from the Verse and Prose of 
John Greenleaf Whittier, Chosen for the Daily Food of the Lover of 
Thought and Beauty. With ppt. 16mo, pp. 218. Boston and 
New York : Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. $1. 

Dr. Miller’s Year Book : A Year's Daily Readings. 


ByJ_ R Miller, 
D.D. With portrait. 12mo, pp. 366. New York: 


Thomas Y. Crowell 


&Co. $1.3 
A Daily Staff for Life’s Pathway. Selected and As b 
C. 8. Derose. With index. 380. New eon. 


16mo, illustrated, pp. 
Frederick A. Stokes Co. §1. 


A Year of Sacred,8ong ; With Selections in Prose from Sources 
Old and New. By Martha Capps Oliver. l2mo, spunea, pp. vi, 


366. New York: hael Tuck & Sons Co., Limited. $1.7 

A Year's Good Wishes in Prose and Poetry. he hy Mar- 
tha ©. Oliver. 12mo, sitastestes. pp. vi, 367. New York: Raphael 
Tuck & Sons Co., Limited. $1.7 

The Missionary Daily Text Sek 18mo, no pagination. 
and New York: Fleming H. Revell Co. 75 cents. 

Something te Remember : An Every-Day Book for the Children of 
the Good Shepherd’s Fold. Chosen and arranged by Rose Porter. 
16mo, pp. 120. yChicago and New York: Fleming H. Revell Co. 
cents. 

Sunshine for Shut-Ins. Compile’ by a Shut-In. 
New York: Thomas Y. Crowell &Co. 75 cents. 

Onward and Upward. 5%x+% inches, boards, no pagination. 
Philadelphia: Miss E. Deal, to3 Wallace § St. 40 cents. 

The Meredith Calender: A Perpe'ua) Calendar Compiled from 
the Sermons and Sunday-School Nites of tiie Rev. Robert KR. Mere- 
dith,D.D. By Mrs. A. F. R_ Martin awl Miss Mery E Simonds, 
6x¥' inches, cloth and boards, Ho pagination. Philadelphia: Qn 
sale at Presbyterian Board of Publivaiion. § 


Chicago 
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16mo, pp. Vv, 207. 
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The Whittier Year Book contains a frontispiece por- 
trait of the poet taken at the age of seventy-three. Each 
day, when possible, is prefaced by the name and year of 
birth of some well-known character, living or dead, or 
the date of a historical event; and the accompanying 
selection often bears directly on this character or event. 
Whittier’s verse and prose have both been drawn upon. 

The work of a more modern writer has furnished 
material for Dr, Miller’s Year Book. Dr. J. R. Miller 
has won his way into the hearts and lives of a multitude 
of readers, in the columns of The Sunday School Times 
as well as in his writings elsewhere and his .published 
books. An entire page, in his year book, is given up to 
each day’s selections, a passage from the Bible being the 
leading selection in @ach case. The Crowells have 
brought out the book in most attractive form, the white 
and gold and delicate green of the binding making it a 
fitting gift for the holiday season. 

Two books made up of miscellaneous quotations from 
writers living and dead, each day’s selections being 
headed by a passage from the Bible, are Mrs. C. 8, De- 
rose’s A Daily Staff for Life’s Pathway and Martha 
Capps Oliver’s A Year of Sacred Song. The wash draw- 
ings in the former and the water-color sketches in the 
latter do not add to the attractiveness of the beoks, 
Several selections from Dr, Cunningham Geikie occur in 
Mrs. Derose’s book. 

Miss (or Mrs.) Oliver is not content with having pro- 
duced one year book this season, but has compiled an- 
other, bearing the, title A Year’s Good Wishes in Prose 
and Poetry. In the Preface the compiler says: ‘‘ It has 
been a curious and interesting study to collect, from 
random sources, the wishes, common or quaint, simple 
or philosophical, sentimental or practical, wise or other- 
wise, that appear herein.. Many of them are merely 
little interjectional fancies, snapshot photographs of the 
mind, when, for a moment, it is off guard; other selec- 
tions contain the embodied wisdom of the ages.” The 
bock is attractively bound in a cool shade of dark-green 
linen. 

A little work that shows a great deal of careful labor 
in its compilation, coming from the London Religious 
Tract Society, and bearing Revell’s imprint as well, is 
The Missionary Daily Text Book, It is not new this year, 
yet it is worth calling attention to. In addition to daily 
Scripture passages, and selections from verse and prose, 
birthdays and death-days of missionaries are recorded, as 
well as birthdays of the chief societies, and notable 
events in the history of missionary service. Frequent 
blank spaces are provided, which can be filled in with a 
record of new events as they occur. The book is a 
model of conciseness, and is attractively bound and 
printed. 

Something to Remember: An Every-Day Book for the 
Children of the Good Shepherd’s Fold, is made up of 
material chosen and arranged by Rose Porter. The 
verse of Scripture for each day is followed by a selection 
bearing on it, taken presumably from the compiler’s own 
writings. The selections made are, as a rule, terse and 
practical. The binding of the book is especially tasteful. 

Sunshine forShut-Ins, compiled by a“ Shut-In,” is deco- 
rated, on its light-green linen cover, with a design, in gold, 
of the sun and sunflowers. Each day contains a single 
selection in prose or poetry, a wide range of writers being 
represented in the book. 

Onward and Upward and The Meredith Calendar are 
two collections that are bound somewhat in the form of 
a tablet of writing-paper. A single prose or poetical 
selection is given each day in the former, frequent credit 
being given to The Sunday School Times for quotations 
made. A special subject is assigned to each month, the 
month’s quotations bearing on thatsubject. Mrs. A. F. R. 
Martin and Miss Mary E. Simonds have made up The 
Meredith Calendar from the sermons and Sunday-school 
notes of the Rev. Dr. Robert R. Meredith. 

The only year book of all those noticed here that con- 
tains an index is that entitled A Daily Staff for Life’s 
Pathway. The value and usefulness of all those which 
are made up of miscellaneous selections would be greatly 
enhanced by indexes,—the need of which is too often 
overlooked by authors as well as by compilers. 


CAS 


¢ 
Christ in Isaiah : Expositions of Isaiah 40-55. By F. B. Meyer, 


B.A. (8vo, pp. 244, Chicago and New York: Fleming H. 
Revell Co. $1.) 


Twenty-eight brief expositions are contained in this 
volume. Each is a little sermon, with divisions and 
subdivisions, based on a text from Isaiah. The text is 
ordinarily a single verse or clause, though it is in a few 
instances a connected section, Prefixed to each litle 
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sermon is a title and’a selection of verse. In his tréeat- 
ment of disconnected incidents and pictures, as differing 
from the connected local history, the author displays 
great graphic power. But the book is mainly made up 
of spiritual truths, thé things that are universal and not 
local. And in treating of these Mr. Meyer shows the 
same wonderful grasp and insight and facility of utter- 
ance and of illustration, and the same appreciation of 
the spiritual needs of men, which have endeared him to 
so many tens of thousands of hearers and readers. Not 
least among the beauties of the book are the poetical 
passages that follow the titles, They cre uniformly 
choice, and happily selected. 


CO 
Literary Notes and News 


Reduction in the price of weekly and 
monthly journals is the order of the 
day. That finely illustrated magazines like The Oosmo- 
politan and McOlure’s can be sold for ten cents is a wonder 
to most readers. But many readers also wonder how 
Littell’s Living Age, which is made up entirely of bor+ 
rowed matter, not only for so long kept up its priee to 
eight dollars a year, but that it has only reduced it to siz 
dollars. While Littell holds a place still quite ite own, 
other weekly eclectics claim a large share of public atten- 
tion. Among these, Public Opinion (New York. $2.50 
a year) and The Literary Digest (New York. $3.00 a 
year) are admirably conducted. Each has its various 
departments,—seientific, literary, political, and so on. 
The difficult feat of condensing and excerpting is well 
accomplished by both. Although these two journals covet 
much the samé sort of ground, they have each a distinct 
individuality of merit and character. 
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Eclectic Periodicals 


Time’s flight is not commonly sup- 
posed to be a pleasant thing to dwell 
upon, yet with this season’s array of 
calendars one feels that art and skill have done much to 
make the record of the passing days a pleasant one, It 
is gratifying to read, on the artistic calendars issued by 
Frederick A. Stokes Company, New York, the words 
“ Printed in America,” The American color printing has 
shown itself to be so superior to the products of European | 
establishments that one wonders thata prominent firm has 
for so long been allowed the undisputed claim to “‘ the 
only distinctive American line.” This year the Stokés 
Company have followed suit as to American printing, and, 
asa result, they have brought out some exquisite color 
reproductions, as close an imitation of actual hand 
water-color work as has yet been seen. Their large Cal- 
endar of the Brave and the Fair ($3.50), measuring 13}x 
17} inches, and consisting of six facsimiles of water-color 
designs by W. Granville Smith, should meet the demand 
for a handsome calendar for gift purposes, Theirsmaller 
calendars, gotten up in the same style, are A Calendar 
of Roses and Pansies ($2.00), with twelve designs by 
Newton A! Wells and Henrietta D. La Praik; A Calen- 
dar of Roses ($1.25), with six designs by Newton A, 
Wells; A Calendar of Dogs and Cats ($1.75), with twelve 
designs by Frederick J. Boston; and A Calendar of 
“ Belles” ($1.50), with twelve designs by Caroline O, 
Lovell, whose work has become familiar to some over 
the initials “C. L.” A Calendar of Elves (50 cents), by 
Frances Brundage, presents four droll little fellows, each 
one typifying a different season of the year.——One of the 
handsomest of the calendars issued this season by L. Prang 
& Co., Boston, is their Calendar of British Authors ($1.50). 
The bold black and red lettering of the first page is very 
effective. Then follow well-executed portraits, in colors, 
of Shakespeare, Tennyson, Robert Browning, Words- 
worth, Burns, and Byron, each portrait being accom- 
panied by a sketch of the birthplace or a favorite haunt 
of tbe apthor. The colored portraits of Whittier, Long- 
fellow, Bryant, and Emerson, which have already ap- 
peared, with other American writers, in some of Prang’s 
publications, are now made use of again in the small 
four-page Our Poet’s Calendar for 1896 (40 cents). The 
bicycle and the poster have invaded Prang’s publications, 
the former appearing in A Bicycle Calendar ($1.00), 
containing six color reproductions of wheeling scenes, 
The Poster Oalendar is made up of twelve large paper 
sheets, each with a full-page design drawn after the 
manner of the magazine posters, and each drawn espe 
cially for the month it represents. Prang’s Watteau Cal- 
endar (50 cents) shows us four dainty little maids, 
attired in thestyle that the titlesuggests. ‘ Roses, Roses, 
all the Year” Calendar ($1.00), A Violet Calendar (60 
cents), and A “ Flower Fairies’” Calendar ($1.00), are 
three of Prang’s that are decorated by prettily 


Calendars for the 
New Year 
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drawn flower designs. A Calendar of the 
Seasons (50 cents), and a “ Happy Child- 
hood” calendar (75 cents), from the same 
house, each contain four color drawings 
of children, representing the four seasons, 
The work of Raphael Tuck & Sons, as 
usual, is announced as designed in Eng- 
land and printed in Saxony. Three of 
their novelties are entitled ‘‘ Heartsease” 
(75 cents), Flower Faces ($1.00), and 
“Every Dog has his Day” (75 cents). In 
each of these there are twelve flowers, or 





“flower faces,” or dogs’ heads, as the case | 
may be, which are fastened on pivots, and | 


each of which conceals the calendar for 
one month of the year. As the month 
comes around, the design is turned on its 
pivot, exposing to view the record for the 
month. The handsomest of Tuck’s calen- 
dars is The Glory of the Year ($2.00). 
is made up of twelve large sheets, deco- 
rated with well-printed floral or fruit de- 
signs, which are accompanied by poetical 
selections. Among their other calendars 
(the first two on the list being the more 
attractive) are: Golden Words ($1.50), 
with twelve designs and prose selections 
from John Ruskin; A Year of Sunshine 
($1.50), with twelve designs and selections 
in verse ; The Tennyson Heroand Heroine 
Calendar ($2.00), with twelve designs 
illustrating selections from the poet; 
Golden Words from the Bible ($1.00), with 
twelve designs and Scripture passages ; 
God be with You (50 cents), with eight 
designs and quotations from Frances Rid- 
ley Havergal; a Browning Calendar (50 
cents), and an Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Calendar (50 cents), similar to the pre- 
ceding; and three small calendars, each 
made of six illuminated pieces strung to- 
gether on silk ribbon,—From Leaf to 
Leaf, From Flower to Flower, and For- 
get-Me-Not (25 cents each). 


~~ BUSINESS «~ 
EPARTTMENT 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is more 
than 154,000 copies. Advertisers are free to 
examine the subscription list at any time, The 
advertising rate is 80 cents per line for one or 
more insertions, with discount of 10 per cent on 
an advance order of 1000 or more lines, or for a 
space of not less than one inch each issue fora 
year. An advertiser agreeing to take a certain 
uniform amount of space (not less than three 
inches) in each issue for a year, may have such a 
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positionin the paper, regularly, as he may choose, | 


80 far as it will not conflict with earlier contracts 


with other advertisers, nor with the Publishers’ | 


idea of the general make-up of the advertising | 


pages. All advertising, however, conditioned on | 


an appearance upon the last page, will be charged 


an advance of 20 per cent upon the regular rates, | 


For Terms of Subscription,.see fourteenth page. 





Coughs and hoarseness. The irritation 
that induces coughing is immediately re- 
lieved by using “ Brown’s Bronchial Troches,” 
A simple and safe remedy. 





Stimulating and nutritious. Horsford’s 
Acid Phosphate. It supplies just the right 
element (the phosphates) to repair waste of 
body and brain—a food itself, and alsd helps 
digest other food. 


William M. King, ex-Ghief of Seed Divi- 
sion of U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, writes 
voluntarily to the Editor of the American 
Agriculturist as follows: “ As.a comfort pro- 
ducer and fuel saver, I can assure the readers 
of the American Agriculturist that the 
Rochester Radiator, which I have thor- 
oughly tested, is all that it is recommended 
to be.” More valuable testimony to the mer- 
its of this article, advertised in another col- 
umn, could scarcely be obtained. 





Special Notices 

Peed them properly and carefully ; reduce the 
prinfully large percentage of infant mortality. Take 
no chances and make ho experiments in this very 
jv portant matter. The Gail Rorden FE 
Condensed Milk has saved thousands of little lives. 
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The Superb CHRISTMAS. Number of 


THE LADIES’ HOME JOURNAL 


With a wealth of articles, poems and stories, including 
Ex-President Harrison’s first article on “This Country of Ours”; 
Rudyard Kipling’s new India story, “William the Conqueror”; 
The story of “How Longfellow Wrote His Best-Known Poems” 
Miss Mary E. Wilkins’ first of six “Neighborhood Types”; 
Mary Anderson’s first autobiographical article of her career; 
A full page of Kate Greenaway’s bonnie little women; 
The first of Julia Magruder’s novel, illustrated by Mr. Gibson; 
James Whitcomb Riley’s new poem, illustrated by A. B. Frost 

And over 40 other stories, articles and poems. 
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FOR. SALE EVERYWHERE FOR TEN CENTS 


For One Dollar the Journal will be Sent for a Whole Year by 
The Curtis Publishing Company, Philadelphia 


COPYRIGHT, 1896, BY THE CURTIC PUBLISHING COMPANY 
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cagie Brand | 


You will Choose 


SOO Your S. S. Helps for I 896 


In case your teachers and scholars are not among the million 
and over that are now using the WESTMINSTER Zacher, Quarterlies, 
Lesson Leaves, Question Leaf, Cards,and Jilustrated Papers, you will 
find it to your best interest to examine these Sunday-school helps. 

Sample copies will be cheerfully sent to any one asking for 
them. Please address , 

JOHN H. SCRIBNER, Business Superintendent 
Presbyterian Board of Publication and Sabbath-School Work 
1334 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 
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‘*‘GENUINE OXFORD’ TEACHERS’ BIBLES 
, With New Helps, Maps, 
and Illustrations. 
The Most Complete Biblical 
Compitation of the Nine- 
teenth Century. 
Containing many new features 
nd in other Teachers’ 
rices from $1.50 to 
$20.00. Send for Catalog. 
Thomas Nelson & Sons, 33 East 17th St..N.¥. 


Ward & Drummond 
Sunday-school books and 
supplies a specialty. 

164 Fifth Aven@e, N. Y. City 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOOKS, 
See our approved list. Over 500 vol- 
u Send stamp and address. 
GOODENCUGH & WOGLOM CO.,, 

122 Nassau Street, N. Y. 














In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning 
anything advertised in this poner, vow will oblige the 
publishers, as well as th ecrertiaer, by stating that you 
saw niin The Sunday School Times. 
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500 Given Away 


To introduce quickly our new Gospel Song Book 


“Gospel Voices”’ 
We will GIVE away FIVE HUNDRED COPIES 


To any day-school superintende Christian 
Seiaes’ x A nger, Who will send ae clg A, — 
stam pay pos + We uw 
sample copy of * Gos: a kee bound jn boards, 
share or round votes, lithograph cover. itis full of 
ricu, soul-stirring, and heart-melting gospel melody. 
0 atonce. bot more than two will be sent any 
one. Address, 

Southwestern Publishing House 


208 N, College 8t., Nashville, Tenn. 


BEGIN the NEW YEAR 
with GOOD SINGING! 


Highest Praise, for the Sabbath-school. 
$20 per 100 copies. 

Christian Endeavor Hymns, for Young People. 
$30 per 100 copies. 

Gospel Hymns, 1 to 6, for Devotional Meetings. 


Excelsior Music Kdition,739 hymns, id per ie 
Words only, limp cloth covers, 


The above are unequalled. Do not Aste in- 
ferior books because of loweft price. The bist are 


cheapest. 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN C 
76 East 9th St., New York. 215 Wabash ro Chicago. 




















Any superintendent of Sunday-school may 
have fur ten cents one copy of our latest 
hymn-book. 


hiladel phi 
i0u4 Areh it. J. J. HOOD ow Ww. "Matlison Mt 


| MAMMOTH XMAS CATALOG 


SENT FREE ON APPLICATION, | 
XMAS TREE ORNAMENTS, GAMES, BOOKS, 
BOUKLETS, CARDS, CANDY-BOXES, Etc. 


Leonard Publishing Co., Albany, N.Y 


Q)ProF. FMUSIG PROF Rice's ICES Steen SYSTEM. 
tia ALB SRR WUE URSA RANGE: 


PANIMENTS, HARMONY. Established 12 Years. 
Tie Lessons 10 Cents. CIRCULARS FREE 


Ve Rice Music Co., 243 State St., Chicago, le 














Contains the last po ng of Philip Iy gond mtete tor 
© 


HYMNS, a 64- Jat book o seopsotely good mus’ 

he 8. 8. Y. P. society. Send 10e, for sam 7 co 
our money back 7 as gatieied. ¥ nae! per OO, 
by express, not id. Ger RoscHE & Co., 

Cc leago: 2 40 W, aa son St.; Mow Vorke eit. teat. 


SPECIAL SERVIC 
day-school. Lists pirnisned on application. 
THE JOHN mc co., 

Cinciunatl-New ork hicago. 








pp. $3 per doz. Sample, 6 4 ents, postpaid. 
Bethe Rihimnes for Sunday-sc ols, 96 pp 
ote, Rh. H. Randall, pub., 324 Dearborn St., Chi iGago. 
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For all occa- 
sionsintheSun- 


ANDALL’S EASY ANTHEMS. Vol. 1,16 
Sample, 10 





] 300, K BOXES for Christmas candy. $1.35 per 


100, delivered to viii the U.8. an plese. 
Wc. ». Romun ¥, 728 W. Huntingdon Bt., Phila., +» Pa. 





W. A. WILDE & CO., - Boston, Mass. 
Send postal card for free sample pages. 


Same asa Press. No Press Required. 


Bashnell’s Perfect ate cone log B yy — 


opinions. The ney also ne tate 
ALY 


as 
now, Peete Staplongr nak t ad 
r, 106 St., 
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Washington’s Day 
By Woodrow Wilson 
Beautifully Illustrated by Howard Pyle and Others 


The first of a series of papers in which thefe is presented a 

new interpretation of that period which was at once the frui- 

tion ef the English Colonial culture of America, and the be- 
ginning of a New Nation, 


Part II. of BRISEIS, William Black’s New Novel 
Ulustrations by Smedley 


Second paper of 
ON SNOW-SHOES TO THE BARREN GROUNDS 
By Caspar W. Whitney 
Illustrations by Remifgton 


HARPER’S “MAGAZINE 
Fort Januaty 


Other attractive features; 


LONDON’S UNDERGROUND RAILWAYS, [Illustrated by 

jJeseph Petnnell. STORIES by Elizabeth Stuart Phelps, Julian 
Ralph, etc,, etc. 

95 Cents a Copy. 


Ready December 21. $4 00 a Year. 


HARPER & BROTHERS, Publishers, New York. 
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The most famous authors. 


The greatest artists. 

Color-work illustrations. 

Everything the best that money can buy. 
. That is 


Great Magazine! 


The most interesting fiction. $ 1.3 
e Year. 


The Cosmopolitan Magazine 





tions. The equal of the most expensive 
home is complete without this magazine. 


struction. 


The Cosmopolitan for that month received 
the greatest recognition from ddveftisers 
ever given - any magazine. It contains 
from © $8000 more advertising than 
ras ever published in any magazine, at any 


Send one dollar to 


Giving yearly 1344 pages, with more than 1000 illustra- 
azines. No 

omen and 
men, ing Saget old, will find in it amusement and in- 


what can a dollar be better expended? 
THE DECEMBER EDITION, - 400,000 COPIES. 


) The Cosmopolitan Magazine, 





place, in any country, at any price. This 
why a magazine rankitig with the best in 
literature and art can be sold at 10c, a copy. 


Irvington-on-the-Hudson, 





New York. 
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It is the vertinal © schoo) in its line. 
It ved by leading educators. 
Svar men and women living in 
- peat ponge ooun- 
fee, have studied with 


saad attorneys have 
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POINTERS for 
Sunday-School Workers 
No. 1 


Ane 16 highly commended Sunday-sch ool courses 0 alt 
OR CHRISTIAN WORKERS patie Jo 
ase endo orsed by scores of leading Sun Bay pe pl 


ers, pelea Dr. Jesse L. H: Cay 
Worde c. RBI lackall, and A. E. Banntde. 
roth Fy each south. 
Work For NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER. 
Bunday-sthool Courses. 
Cotther i. For Supert fethods aa Field 4 Workers. 
Teachi et tudtug ros re 
ghoetons pe ; Eitostiating. | tnelty ack: 
work, word pictiurt rth 
use of fhe. mabeopeinet, with practi Nerd 
room work. 


Counssé 2. Ett Fumery Work 
ad Be ature; Princip ples of Kinder; en; 
Payo ology and Principles of ‘Teaching. 
Cou Rsk 3. Fett Graduate ) For Normal Worke 
ry of Education; Philosophy o 
iy practical Class-room work in by 





ermal lessons from the variou 
—, and in preparing or nal 
lessons. 
Bible and poke Studies. 
Old Testatnent History, introduction and ne 
Fun ental trines; Apostolic and Chure 
tory; chology } Sociol ugy. 








Do not Stammer 


Office of Bishop's Room, 1018 Arch St. 
PHILADELPHIA, Jail. 17, mn 
ives me ppetente to certify, of m 


on dence ih E. 8. Johnston's met 

the treatment of stammering. I haveing of 

} into it with care, and also briefly observed the 

s eration of itin a large class of pupils, 1 be- 

lieve in him and his work. 

t Cyrus D. Foss. ?¢ 

4 Can refer also to John D. Wattles & Co., e 

} publishets of The Sunday School Times. : 
Send for 54 page pamphlet to the PHILaApEL- 

t PHIA INSTITUTE, 1088 Spring po Street, 

$ 








Philadelphia, Pa. Established 1884. 
EDWIN 8. JOHNSTON, 
* PRINCIPAL AND Founpma, 
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hea Ga CHT ay waic, 


Twenty-seven courses of st 
imonials furnish Send, “hoe eee ain Ciroulae 
you wish to sti dy. 


he eTatermaifonal it mitence Behoola, 


‘the Leading Desens of America 


Cara. Faguten, Director. 
Founded in 1853 by 
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aveSchool 
Ways of Working 


Selections from tbe 
Ways of Whork- 
ing Department 

of The Sunday 
Scbool Times 


dent and teacher. They set forth 


main phases of Sunday-school work. 
A pamphlet of 96 pages, size 74% X10 inches. Price, 20 cents. 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO. 


1031 Walnut Street. . Philadelphia, Pa. 


These selections are rich in practical 
and workable hints for the superinten- 


great variety of tested methods classified 
for convenient geference, and cover the 
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B. Tourjée. 
| pba 
of 
yS9- giving full igformation. 


Frank W. Hace, General Managet, ; 


| LINDEN HALL SEMINARY 





Mocavian ements Hy a 2A and young wom*nh. 
| ea rfvom Read $$ minutes trom Lancaster, and one 
| hou or information and Ca 
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FIFTY YOUNG HEN WANTED 
To take a course training in the Bible and methods 
| of Christian ge Fh nny 70 BARN BOARD 
and TUITION. oN CHRIsTIaN INDUSTRIAL 
LaasUn, Springfield, 


22" Stammerers — 


“THE LITTLE ato Schooinouse 2 


The latest wietie m sity. 
Ab elegant four-color 

Sample, 16 cts. in Coin of 1 and feet 

Stamps. To clubs of 12 or more, at 10 

cts. each. Get your ordets ili 

fore the nolidayvs. Address 


CG ) PaTRioric NovEtty Co, 
(CQpUrIght 1B.) 5+ 256. Brockton, Mass, 
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The Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, December 21, 1895. 
Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“second-class matter.”’ 


The regular edition this week for subscribers is more 
than 154,000 copies. 








Terms of Subscription. 


The Sunday School Times is published weekly 
at the following rates, for either old or new subscrib- 
ers. These rates include postage: 


Ome Copy, ONE YEAP...........ccceesccercroveessseee seresseee $1.50 


One copy, five years, full payment in advance.. 5. 


To Ministers, Missionaries, and Theological Stu- 
dents, $1.00 a year, or $4.00 for five years, full payment 
in advance. 


SCHOOL CLUBS 


Any school or aor set of teachers, or of scholars, 
will supplied with as many copies as may be de- 
sired, at the culowing yearly club rates : 

For any number of copies (more than one) mailed 
to individualaddresses, $1.00 each. 

Yor five or more copies in a package to one address, 
SO cents each. A package thus sent is addressed to 
one person only, and no names can be written or 
printed on the separate papers. 

The papers for a club may be ordered sent porty 
to individual addresses at $1.00 each, and partly ina 
peckage to gne address, at fifty cents each, when so 


The papers for aclub should all go to one post-office, 
although in cases where a portion of the teachers of a 
school get their mail matter from one t-office, and 
others In the same scifool fet theirs from another, the 
papers will be sent accordingly. Thisapplies to pack- 
age clubs at fifty cents per copy, to the extent that 
large packages may be divided Into smaller packager 
of five or more copies each, if desired. 

Pree Copies. One free copy, additional, wiil be 
allowed for every ten copies paid for in a club of 
ackage clube 

included in 


e qeckage. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as originally ordered, and the rate to be 
the proportionate share of the yearly club rate. 

ools that are open during only a portion of the 
enr, vy 4 subscribe at club ratea.for such a length of 
ime as the papers may be eh a 

Change of Address. Subscribers to whom the 
paper ia mailed, separately, at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 
&@ year,can have the address changed at any time 
‘without charge. Members of package clubs do not 
have this privilege, but can have a copy transferred 
from a package to a separate address at the rate of one 
cent per week for the unexpired time of the are. 
tion, when it has over six months to ran. When it 
has but six months or less to run, the cost to change 
is twenty-five cents to the end of the subscription. If 
&@ package club subscriber intends to change his or her 
odarens for a few weeks only, we will mail an extra 
Copy as long as desired, at the rate of three cents per 
wee 


cannot well be sent separately, but will 


€ . 

Subscribers asking to have the direction Of a paper 
changed should be careful to name, not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, bat also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
beth county and state. 

Ifa club subscription is renewed by some other per- 
sen than the one-who sent the previous su ipon, 
such person will oblige the publishers by stating that 
the club he subscribes for takes the place of the one 
formed last year BY ..............ccceccreereeseereeseee 

paper will not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by mt ne esgueet. The | 
papers for a club will invariably be discontinued 
atthe expiration of thesubscription. Renewals should 
therefore be made early. } 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to enable 
all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be 
sent free, upon application. 





FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embri in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rates, which include postage : 
One copy, oneyear, 8 shillings 
Two or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each. 
To ministers and miksionaries, 
for one or more copies, 6 shillings each. 
To secure the above rates for two or more copies. 
the rs must be ordered at one timefund they will 
sbat either singly to the individual addresses, or in 
package to one address, whichever may be preferred 
by the subacribers. 
For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
Paternoster Row, London, E. C,, will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the 
paper A be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
ribers. 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


P. O. Box 1550. 


WHITMAN’S 


% INSTANTANEOUS & 


CHOCOLATE. 








" BREAKFAST—SUPPER. 
EFF S'S 


GRATEFUL—COMFORTING. 


COCOA 


BOILING WATER OR MILK. 





Jn ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisemert in Tae Sunday School Times. 
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How weak 


the soap and water seems when you begin 
your washing! You don’t get any strength 
out of it till the work is about done. 
Plenty of hard work and rubbing 
and wear and tear, even then—but 
more of it at the beginning; when 
the water is weakest. 
Now with Pearline, the water is just as 
strong at the beginning as at the end. 
This is one of the reasons (only one) why 
Pearline acts so much better than soap, in all 
washing and cleaning. Use no soap with it. 


Millions" Peariline 
scrotula 


Any doctor will tell you 
that Professor Hare, of 

efferson Medical College, 

hiladelphia, is one of the 
highest authorities in the 
world on the action of 
drugs. In his last work, 
speaking of the treatment 
of scrofula, he says: 


“Tt is hardly necessary to state that cod-liver 
oil is the best remedy of all. The oil should 
be given in emulsion, so prepared as to be 
palatable.” 

He also says that the 
hypophosphites should be 
combined with the oil. 


Scott’s Emulsion of cod- 
liver oil, with hypophos- 
phites, is precisely such a 
preparation. | 

















Another at 


Advantage ‘the 
PURITAN OIL 
HEATER 


(No. 44, only $6, 
freight paid) 
The oil well is made of 
cast iron—doesn’t leak 
—never gets out of or- 
der—easy to fill—You 
can carry this stove to 
any part of your house 
—starts in a moment— 
In the attic,cellar, sew- 
ing room,nursery,barn, 
boat house — real 
heat—no smell, 
smoke, ashes, dust— 
acomfort. Sold by 
the tradealsor Large 
er and smaller sizes. 

Booklet free. 


Cleveland Poundry Co., 


82 Platt St. Cleveland, 0. 
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SAVE % YOUR FUEL 


By using our (stove pipe) RADIATOR. 
With its 120 Cross Tubes, 
ONE stove or furnace does the work of 
TWO. Drop postal for proofs from 
prominent 
TO INTRODUCE OUR RADIATOR, 

# the first order from each neighborhood 
filled at WHOLESALE price, and secures 
managency. Write at once. 


ROCHESTER RADIATOR COMPANY, 
No. ¢ Furnace 8t., ROCHESTER, N. ¥. 


WALL PAPER 


Samples free from largest wall-paper concern in U.S. 
Kayser & Allman * ff) Marxst®* Phila. 





INCUBATORS 
Our 300, Page i ares eili? | Fi 
eg Sacrite in POULTRY} | 


1c, (etamps or silver) 


“te” Price 
RE ATOB & BROODER CO.. Quincy. Til. 3 





















JEW TH |W 
MAMMOTH | 
NEY Guide for 1896 Finest 

book ever published, contains nearly 100 | 
pages, all printed in colors, plans for best 
poultry houses, sure remedies and recipes 
pony nae me and _e to yy, +4 
and gardening pay. nt post paid for 15c. 
John Bausoher ,Jr., box 103Freeport. Lil, 
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eb mecngele Bible study includes the study 

of Bible Lands, and the study of Oriental 
habits of thinking and living. In this volume Dr. 
Trumbull groups certain of his personal studies 
of the Orient for the use of Bible students and 
Bible scholars. It is very different from a mere 
book of travels in the East, or from a miscellaneous 
collection of Oriental illustrations, while it has the 
advantages of both, and more. The book con- 
tains full topical and scriptural indexes, while 
some thirty illustrations characteristic of Eastern 
life enhance the value and attractiveness of the 
volume. 


Studies 


in 
Oriental 
Social 
Life 


“Dr. Trumbull shows the ingenuity of his mind 
in his volume on ‘ The Blood Covenant.’ It serves 
him again well in the preparation tor this volume 
by enablirg him to detect subtle points of resem- 
blance and relations that would escape ordinary ob- 
servers, but which add enormously to the value of 
such books. This volume is delightfully fresh and 
refreshingsin style. Itis intelligent and replete 
with pertinent information, and the matter is closely 
related to serious subjects, some cf it to matters 
which stand in vital relations to theology and 
practical religion.’’"—The Independent. 
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By HH. Clay 

A book of 437 pages, printed on fine paper, in 
Trumbull large clear type, and handsomely bound in cloth, 
gilt top. Price, $2.50. At-bookseilers, or mailed, 
postpaid, by the publishers. 


1031 Wainut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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John D. Wattles & Co., 

















Duty of Christian Patriots 
to the Sunday-School © 


[Professor C. H. Thurber, in The Examiner. ] 


cy COURSE, it is a privilege to sup- 
port the Sunday-school, to some 
people, and a pleasure to work in it, but 
that in our country the duty of the church- 
member to the Sunday-school is one of 
the most important and imperative rest- 
ing upon him is, perhaps, not so clearly 
and universally appreciated. Yet a very 
simple train of thought makes the point 
luminous. If we ask ourselves, first, the 
question, Are children to be trained in 
religion ? we shall find that there is abso- 
lutely no difference of opinion on this 
question. Ours is a Christian country, 
and the state more or less distinctly says 
that its children ought to have training 
in the elements of the Christian religion. 
Few can be found who are not Christians 
that would not have the children receive 
a Christian training. One of the most 
ungédly men.I ever knew contributed 
liberally to the church and Sunday- 
school, though he never entered either, 
and, when reproached for his inconsist- 
ency, declared he would not live a day 
where those institutions were not sup- 
ported. The necessity for providing re- 
ligious instruction is, then, all but self- 
evident and universally recognized. 

Who, then, is to provide such instruc- 
tion? Best of all, the Christian home. 
The home was the first, and will always 
remain the best, school; but for the same 
reason that we have been obliged to estab- 
lish day-schools to supplement home 
instruction in secular subjects, so some- 
thing must be done to supplement, home 
teaching in religious matters. Not all 
parents are capable, not all parents are 
Christians. In Germany the state accepts 
so fully its responsibility in this matter, 
that religious instruction is provided in 

all of the public schools, and is compul- 
| sory on all the children. Whatever else 
| may change in their progranis of instruct 
tion, religion has its two hours a week, in 
every class and in every year. The result 
of all this is not that all German school 
children are made Christians—by no 
means—but that they all acquire a knowl- 
edge of the Bible and of the elements of 
the Christian faith. It would be desirable 
if all the school children of the United 
States did the same. It is deplorable that 
a recent text-book editor felt compelled to 
| state in his preface, “It is unfortunate 
that the general ignorance of the Bible 
which prevails among both school and 
college students makes it necessary to 
|explain even the commonest scriptural 
references or quotations.” In France 
| they have attained the ideal of “lay in- 
struction,” but without ‘any substitute 
for religious training in the schools, 
Whether as a consequence, or not, of this 
lack of instruction, the religious condition 
of France is deplorable. 

Our country has drawn the line between 
church and state sharply. Realizing the 
importance of religious training, the state 
yet distinctly says that that is the func- 
tion of the church. The schools are not 
allowed to give religious instruction. This 
is in accordance with a separateness of 
sphere which we recognize as wise and 
just. Do we recognize as clearly that, in 
the light of the foregoing statements, the 
care for the religious training of the youth 
becomes of the highest importance to the 
clurch-member, not‘only as he is a Chris- 
tian, but also as he isa patriet? He is 
charged by the state with a distinct and 
all-important duty. He is not only bound 
as a Christian to look after the spiritual 
instruction of the youth, but as a citizen 
he is obligated to discharge the duty the 
state relinquishes to the church. It 
is the Christian citizen, of course, that 
must perform the duty. How totally 
inadequate seems the half-hour a week of 
more or Jess spasmodic instruction as com- 
| pared with the two hours of systematic 

teaching given in the German schools ! 
Our results are happier, perhaps, than 
those obtained in German in the influ- 
ence upon the characters of the pupils, 
| but the amount of kndéwledge imparted is 
sadly inadequate. The church has hith- 
erto regarded the Sunday-school move- 
ment largely, if not entirelv, in the light 
of a philanthropic extra. It has not vet 
| come to look upon it as a concrete em- 
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bodiment of what it purposes to do in the 
discharge of the great function of religious 
education left to it by the state. 

Thechurch-member is doubly obligated 
to this service, both as a Christian and as 
a patriotic citizen. The Sunda school, 
in this conception of its function, mes, 
not an object for sentimental enthusiasm, 
but a field for the wisest planning and 
most thoughtful activity. It should have 
the best talent and energy among the 
church-membership. It needs not so 
much to be reformed as to be extended in 
its scope and methods. The church needs 
to see to it that the same improved meth- 
ods of teaching that are being so rapidly 
introduced into academies and colleges and 
universitiesshall also find their place in the 
Sunday-school. Every movement, every 
thought, that tends towards more thorough 
information, must be welcomed; every- 
thing that tends to promote truer scholar- 
ship and better training on the part of the 
Sunday-school teachers must be given 
God-speed. The instruction of the rages 
school for a half-hour a week is the only 
means provided in our land for imparting 
religious knowledge, and is the one serious 
pablic trust confided to the church. A 
good deal of history yet to be made in the 
United-States depends on how the church 
shall meet this responsibility. 


The 












VELVETEEN 
SKIRT BINDINGS 


Guarantee skirt edges 
from wearing out. Don’t 
take any binding unless you see **S.H.& 1” 
on can bin no matter what anybody tells | 
yous 

If your dealer will not supply you, we 
will. 


Send for samples, showing labels and materials, 
to the S.H. & M.Co., P.O. Box 699, New York City. 
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RAISES roe a mrt — 
“ASTATIO | 4h. Lg EMBROIDERY SILK. 


ywhere. Manufactured by 
THE “BRAINERD. & ARMSTRONG SILK 00. 
N 2 Union Street, New London, Conn. 
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O’NEILLS, 


th Avenue, 20th to 2ist Street, ‘New York. 
inte Gnitedsaten” Mend’ Dry Goods, Millinery, 
@tc..inthe UnitedStates, Send a eeemneiianded pr 








_ Church Furnishings 


A.B. &E.L. SHAW, 


Established 1780, 
Largest 





27 SUDBURY 8T., 
on, Mass. 
Send 5c. aa for new 100-page 











(N THE WORLD 
OF CHURCH FURNISHING. 


FURNI 











Church dnd Lodge 
Furniture, 

Opera Chairs, 
Invalid Chairs 


S. C. SMALL & CO., 


90 Canal St., Boston 
Catalogs sent. 





As Woman 
) wr is the 
=” Burden Bearer 


the world over—she should economize 
her time and strength. 


OLDUST 


Washing Powder 


helps her do just this and yet do all 
her work as it should be done. It lets 
the sunshine of leisure enter the house- 
“hold and drives away the 
gloom of drudgery. All 
grocers sell GOLD DUST 
in large pkgs. Price 25c. 


THE NW. K. FAIRBANK COMPANY, Chicago, St. Louis, New York, Boston, Philadelphia. 
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$27 to $1400. 
So SS 


See jatest styles. 


The ized Standard. 
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The Scholar’s Magazine 


At an expense of one cent a month for each scholar, any Sunday-school 





can be supplied with the International lessons, lesson helps, and stories and 
poems attractively illustrated. THE SCHOLAR’S MAGAZINE makes this 


possible. It stands alone in the field of Sunday-school journals. It is a 
32 page monmiy, costing, for a club of five or more copies, in a package to one 
address, twelve cents.each.per. year; single copies, or club copies sent to 


separate addresses, twenty-five cents a year. 


An» Offer 


If any Sunday-school superintendent desires to test THE SCHOLAR’S 
MAGAZINE in his school, and will let the Publishers know how many copies 
are needed to supply one to each scholar, they will be glad to “furnish the 
requiged number for any one month, free of charge. 
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John D. Wattles & Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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SDAP « 


The most Effective Skin 
Purifying and Beautifying 
Soap in the World. 

The Purest, Sweetest and 
Most Refreshing for Toilet 
Bath and Nursery, | 


Sold Sroaghous the world. British Soa: F. New- 
BERY & Sons, 1 King Edward st., London. Porrer 
Drve & CHEM. CorpP., Sole Props., Boston, Uz 8, A. 


Church ‘Furnishings 


James G. Wilson Patentee and 


74 W. 23d St., New York Manufacturer 
ond 3 two-cent stamps for iustraied catale 
ZA: 
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"poOLtine PARTITIONS 
fot dividing church and school buildin sound 
ot eely EF, a ht. st Seren woods. 
required, 2000 churches ana aan 
be lic school hook buildings are using them. 
Venetian linds in all woods. 


Riley Brothers, 


(Br: dford, Engiand,) 

16 Beekman St., New York, 
aré the largest manufacturers of Stere= 
opticons, Magic Lanterns and Views in 
the world. Agencies in Chicago, Bos- 
ton, Chattanooga, Tenn.; Kansas City, 
Mo.; Minneapolis, Minn.; San Francis- 
co, Cal., and Portland, Ore. Everything 
in the Lantern busingss furnished, In- 
stalment plan of purchase, and slides 
rented. We can do all your business 
and save you money, 

Send for free literature, Illustrated catalogue soc. 


RILEY BROTHERS, 





Branches: 16 Beckman St., New York. 
Bos’ 244 z oO 8 
Sg AB ee ee 


} ATTANOOGA : 7 a. 
Hannevin Ap. Citar PORTLAND ~ 411 Couch Bt. 





you will admit that it is quite as indispensable to comfort 
that a stocking should fit and be without bunches and percep- 
tible seams as it is that a shoe should fit and be without protruding pegs 
and rough counters. 


THEN WHY NOT WEAR THE 


Chaurbncs STOCKINGS P THEY FIT 


and there are no bunches or perceptible seams in them. They are the only 
stockings constructed in accordance with the shape of the human foot, 


Descriptive Price SHAW STOCKING CO., “fix5s* 


geaeediy. $8 $8 
Descriptive Price-List to any applicant. 
on is  o 

















wR § “— a sure relief for pains in the back, side, chest, or 


Allcock’s 


Porous 
Plaster 


BEAR IN MIND—Not one of the host of counterfeits and imita- 
tions is as good as the genuine. 
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nF R EE] 32.00 


and up. 
in 
Easy payment. aves trial yey 
BEETHOVEN P. P, "y o. CO., 
WASHINCTON, "u. J. 


P.O. BOX 750 








SUBJELTS..LOWEST PRICCS 


SEND FCR CATA 


| z L.MANASS | 


88 MADISON © CHI(ACO 








THE GREAT ‘HURG Tit 


KF I. Pr. Pin. S311 Pearl &t.. New York. U.2.A. 


URCH, HALL, and LODGE 
ITURE, PULPITS, CHAIRS, etc. 

| ~. hs. GY + Snecessor to BAXTER C. MWan, 
ud Street. Phiia., “. d 


a eet 


Stamped ‘Steel Ceilings — 


Decorative, Durable, and Best for. 
Church Ceilings of any shape, old or 
new. Send for Catalog B. 


a. S. NORTHROP, 35 Cherry St., N. Y. 


Buckeye Bel! Fo ungry 
Serio Church Bells i ior 
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a wily etc., su, 
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“HE HAD SMALL SKILL 


©’ horse flesh who bonght a goose So ride on.” Don’t 
take ordinary soaps for hovee-cleaning. 


SAPOLIO 


is the proper thing. Try a cake of it. Common 
soap fails to accomplish satisfactory results in 
scouring and cleaning, and necessitates a great out- 
lay of time and labor, which more than balances 
any saving in cost. Practical people will find 
Barotio the best and cheapest soap for house- 
cleaning and scouring. All grocers sellit. No. 24 
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MOTHERS 


put stiff corsets on their 


GrowingChildren? 


We of you don’t do 
it, bar be sure to buy 


Ferris 


Always give satisfaction. 


SOLD EVERYWHERE. 
OUR $2.00 SHOE 
Is made in twelve styles to 
our own particular notion. 
We buy the leather—best 
chrome-tanned kid skin and 
oe cenned sole pg eo 
t of the styles have 
Waited and Stitcned Soles. 
Four styles have turned 
flexible and 
dainty. izes, 2% 
8, width A to E. 
elps to ordering. 
a The shoe illus- 
trated; all kid 
a With square toe 
3 Round 
4 Razor toe , 
g Round toe 
lace 


6 Round toe 
cloth top 
7 Razor toe 
cloth top 

8 Razor toe, cloth top; lace 
Nos. 1 2,3 and 6are furnished with turned 
—if requested. 
Tl canst ie. 1 have patent leather tips. Our 
average shoe stock is 210,000 pairs. A catalogue 
of shoes for the asking. Postage on a pair of 
shoes, 20. 
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John Wanamaker 
Philadelphia, Pa 








The“ LINENE" are the best and most economical | 
collars and cuffs worn; they are made of fine cluth, | 
both sides finished alike, and, being reversible, one 
collar is equal to two of any other kind. } 

They At well, look weil, wear well, A box of ten | 
collars or five pairs of cuffs for twenty-five cents. } 

A ample collar and pair of cuffs mail for six 
cents. ame Syieeee size. en | 
REVERSIBLE COLLAR COMPANY | 
7 Pranklin 8t., New York. 24 Exchange Pl., Boston. 


Parker Pays the Postage on his Arctic Sock for men 
Women, and children. Recommended by 

icians andmurees for house, cham- 

, and sick-room. Only sock for 

rubber boots: it absorbs per- 
epiration, Ask shoe 
dealer, or send 25. 
with size, J. Hi. 
Parker, 1 

&t., 







WATCH CHAIN. woven from one’s hair.*1, Price- | 
free. Address, Mrs. J. Gossett, Mfg., Babcock, Ind. | 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES 
“ Pure and Sure.” 


aa 


Manufactured originally by Cleveland Brothers, Albany, N. ¥. 
now by the Cleveland Beking Powder Company, New York. 


has been used by American housewives for twenty-five 


years, and those who have used it longest praise it most. 
Receipt book free. Send stamp andaddress. Cleveland Baking Powder Co., New York. 
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Che International ALessons 
for 1896 


T ODD moments, when the Bible or lesson paper is not 
within reach, it is worth something to a busy teacher to 
have the next Sunday’s lesson right at hand. 

Twenty-five cents buys a beautiful little book, bound in fine 
cloth, containing all the lessons of the International series for 
1896 in both Common and Revised Versions, the golden texts, 
and fifty-two blank pages for notes. Five or more copies, 20 
cents each, “ s 

Fifty cents buys the same book bound in fine morocco with 
gold edges. Five or more copies, 40 cents each. 

The book is just right for the vest-pocket (42% inches), 
printed on thin, tough paper, and strongly bound,—in fact, made 
throughout for every-day use. 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Are made in the largest and 
¢ best equipped bicycle factory in the world 


It requires a corps of scientific men to construct a bicycle that will meet the demands of the 
modern rider. We have the best men in the world in each department—steel experts, mechanical 
experts, superintendent, master mechanic, etc.—the largest and most thoroughly modern bicycle 
plant in the world—buy the best of high-grade material, regardless of cost, and make every part 
under our own roof—hence we know we are right in Mogens ye A Waverley to be the best bicycle 
built in the world, regardless of price. Do you want the best? B.. “4 catalogue is free by mail. A 








INDIANA CLE CO., Indianapolis, Ind., U. S. 





‘ SUN PASTE 
FOR A QUICK AFTER-DINNER SHINE 
APPLIED AND POLISHED WITH A CLOTH” 
Morse Bros. Props.Canton,Mass.,U.S.A. 





FOR GENERAL 
BLACKING APPLIED AND 
POLISHED WITH A BRUSH" 











Wooden Handle. Price 75 cents. 


Until the Christy came, bread-knives had always been made with 
a straight blade. But the wavy scalloped edge is so much better, 
does the work so much easier, that no housekeeper, having once 
tried the Christy, would go back to the old style. It cuts hot new 
bread as thin as old ; cuts cake without crumbs,and meat without 
shreds, It was exhibited at the World’s Fair as the model bread- 
knife of the day. Miss Corson, Mrs. Ewing, Mrs. Rorer, and other 
eminent authorities, constantly recommend them. Our new "95 
model, shown above, is the latest pattern, and hasa wooden handle. 
Sold by dealers eyerywhere. Sent by mail, on receipt of 75 cents. 


CHRISTY KNIFE CO., Box 4°,Fremont, o. 











"] MEN OR 


December at, 1895 


Observe the be- 
ginning and the 
end of the good 


soap question.— 


Ask for Copco 
Bathsoap at the 
stores and con- 
vince yourself. 


The N. K. Fairbank Company, 
Chicago, New York, Ot Louis. ) 


For Holiday Gifts! 
We have verv effective The 

patterns of “Addison.” 
Shoulder 

Watches 

in gold and sil- 
ver enamels; 
ahighly artistic 
line in gold and 
Sterling silver. 
Also 


Ecclesiastical 
Designs 
in decorated oxidized 
steel, as well as plain black cases. 
Our unquestioned gharantee with every watch, 
THE WATERBURY WATCH CO., 
send for Catalogue No. 138 Waterbury, Conn. 


AMERICAN FIRE © 


Insurance Company. 
Office, Company’s Building, 
308 and, 310 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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CASH C Dib non cocsterrncsonnhossesboqupinecs $500,000.00 
Reserve fot Reinsurance and al} 

Other clalmMs,...............s00se0e-eseerere 1,716,750-47 
Surplus over all Liabilities,............. 178,885-75 


TOTAL ASSETS, JAN. 1, 1895. 
$2,395,606.22. 


THOS, H. MONTGOMERY, President. 
CHAS. P. PEROT. Vice-President, 
RICHARD MARIS, Sec. and Treas. 
WM. F. WILLIAMS, Asst. Sec. 


DIRECTORS : 
Thos. H. Montgomery, Charles P. Perot, 
Israel Morris, Jos. E. Gillingham, 
Pemberton 8S. Hutchinson, Charlies 8. Whelen, 
Alexander Biddle, Edward F. Beale, 
John 8. Gerhard. 





Sunshine in Our Italy in Southern Cal. 


A ten-acre orange-grove, with dwelling and barn, on 
Magnolia Avenue, Riverside. Seven acresof the trees 
18 years old. Walk right in and take ssion, 
thereby securing a winter (and summer) home on the 
most beautiful avenue in the United States, Price. 
$12,500 cash. Five per cent bonus will give you a: 
days’ option, and which will be credited on the price 
if you accept this offer. Don't delay in sending your 
5 per cent 1o Thos, Bakewell, 872 Main Street, River- 
site, Cal., as the barbers’ rule necessarily applies. 
Reference, any of our bank presidents or officers. 


~ VIRGINIA FARM © 


600 acres, excellent land, well timbered and » atered, 
Between 2 railroads, 2 and 244 miles from stations. 2 
dwellings and out-houses, 50 acres bottom ‘and, very 
rich, $4500. Write for free catalox. 

_R B. CHAFFIN & CO., Ine., Hichmond, Va. 4 


IF YOU WANT A. gueramtess income for life, 


Annuity Bonds 
meet the want perfectly. Investigate. Address, stat- 
ing age, B. G. ¢ /ARPENTER, 256 Broadway, New York. 
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S | Young or old women Can Make $40 a Week 

ay er have fun and | oom now till after Christmas, taking orders for the 

ng maka money | new child’s Bible, “* Sacred Pictures and Their Teach- 
s | printing for | ings.” 400 beautiful engravings, 20 pagesof »il-colored | 
foreircularsor | others, Type- plates. Special holiday inducements. Exclusive ter- | 

stnall newspaper. Cata- | setting easy by | Titory. »oks on credit. Freichts paid. Gold watch 

iogue free, »£9P8  ruu printed | premiums. A postal card will secure an offer from 

ern do’ Re. from 4, eructions us. Price of book, $2.50, postage paid. Address, 
maker KELSEY & CO. M . Conn RECESNS. K¥ysTone Pus. Co., 8th and Locust Sts., Phila., Pa. 


DEAL SPRING BEDS. Ovr booklet, “ Wide- AGENTS Ve are running day and nicht 

awake Fact< about Sieep,”’i/lnstrating and describ- to supply the demand for “ Com- 

ing them, together with an up-to-date pocket map of | PENDIUM,” the greatest seller out. A reference book. 
Agent's outfits free, Posta 


your state, sent on receipt of three two-cent stamps. ‘se 10 cents. 
Brsue Hovse. 51 N. 7th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Foster Bros. Mre. Co., 13 Clay St., Utica, N. Y. 





The Sunday School Times intends to admit only edvertissamrass that are trustworthy. Should, however, an advertisement of 
ey 


e pu’ will refund to subscribers any money that th: 


a party not having good commercial credit be { advertentl inse ted, 
. “¢ ip y rted, 


Is delightful when you use the 


popular 
BOSTON LINEN, 
BOSTON BOND, and 
BUNKER HILL 


{ writing papers. Samples representing over 





250 varieties for 4 cents, if your stationer does 


» not keep and will not supply you. 


Samuel Ward Co. 
49 Franklin Street, Boston, Mass, 
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